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Monadnock Greens: a 
functional dysfamily 

 

The Monadnock Greens of southwestern 

New Hampshire, existed in two phases; it 

was the second group that called itself a 

functional dysfamily.  This history may be 

useful to others who are organizing (either 

locally or elsewhere) for social change. 

Perhaps many Green and similar groups 

will report their stories so we can figure 

out what happened and why.  

 

Here is a brief description of our 

experience: how did we start, what did we 

do, what went well, what went badly, 

what is hard to understand, why did it end, 

and what was accomplished? 

 

The history of the larger Green movement 

is beyond the scope of this study. 

 

Phase I: 1985-1988 
 

The Greens began in Germany in the 

1970s, and soon became a political party 

particularly concerned with anti-nuclear, 

peace, and social justice issues. They 

represented a “new left” reaction against 

the “old left,” (i.e., the Social Democratic 

Party), which was seen as bureaucratic 

and white-male dominated, a relic in an 

age demanding participatory democracy, 

ecological sanity, cultural diversity, and 

feminism. The Green idea spread to other 

countries.  

 

In the US, it took the form of movement-

building out of a preference for grassroots 

activism and also because our electoral 

system lacked proportional representation. 

The first national Green organizational 

meeting was held in St. Paul, MN in 

August  of   1984, after   which  local   and  
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regional groups blossomed. The New England movement, calling itself New England 

Committees of Correspondence, was initiated by the Upper Valley Coalition, an activist group in 

the Lebanon/Hanover NH area, which called a meeting on January 12, 1985. Andy Davis of 

Keene (now the co-director of the World Fellowship of Conway, NH) attended. 

 

 

  

 

 

In Keene and Cheshire County there was already an activist community that included the 

Clamshell Alliance, the Monadnock Energy Project, a Democratic Socialists of America group, 

the Community Kitchen founders, Keene Unitarian Universalist Church social concerns 

committee, Gap Mountain Permaculture, bioregionalists (often from Antioch Graduate School), 

Women Against Nuclear Destruction (WAND), and Beyond War (these two were part of the 

Monadnock Peace Coalition).  

           

Perhaps the strongest feeder for the “Keene Greens” (as it was first called) was the Central 

America solidarity movement. The US seemed poised to invade Nicaragua to destroy the 

Sandinista Revolution. This threat gave rise to a national Pledge of Resistance organization, and 

a local branch had formed, which was affiliated with the Monadnock Peace Coalition. 

  

A number of people in the Monadnock region were active in several of these concerned groups. 

As the developing Green agenda included a whole range of issues, it seemed an attractive and 

efficient form of participation. Nevertheless, there was much multiple membership, interaction, 

cross-sponsorship, guest speaking, etc., among the Greens and other organizations. We were not 

daunted by the challenges of combining many objectives or deciding where to focus. We decided 

to concentrate on whatever issue was most urgent at the time, while paying some attention to 

other important matters. We saw ourselves as a local direct action and education group, and in 

this first phase, avoided participation in the electoral process. 
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Why did we form?  
 

We were recruited from an already mobilized activist community, whose roots could be traced 

back to the 1960s protests, energized more recently by 1970s anti-nuke, anti-war, and 

environmental movements. There were personal reasons also why people wanted to belong to a 

local organization: students, single and divorced people, new arrivals in the community, and the 

unemployed or lightly employed were not only seeking connections, but they also were not 

overly burdened (or blessed) with family responsibilities. 

 

 
 

 

The multiplicity of our goals suited most members well. However, it was difficult to define what 

we were to outsiders. Our attempts to devise a mission statement, or even to describe precisely 

our relationship to the national and regional Green groupings (which were very loose in 

themselves) were not very successful. We functioned smoothly without these, but perhaps our 

ability to attract new members was weaker because we did not have a succinct statement. Some 

members resisted mission-defining projects and just wanted to get on with the action. Of course, 

any local was autonomous and could opt out of organizational work (such as mission 

statements).  However, one premise of the Green movement was that it would be defined by its 
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grassroots locals.  This turned out to be a highly idealistic and difficult proposition to fulfill, and 

made national Green organizing difficult.  In our group, probably the sharpest conflict over goals 

occurred between members with a bioregionalist orientation, and the majority who were more 

interested in social justice and anti-war activities. 

  

A few of us were active in the regional organization, although most did not attend the meetings 

or the assemblies that were intended for all New England Greens. Nevertheless, the universe of 

related activist groups and the New England Committees of Correspondence were vitally 

important for sustaining the Keene Greens (as we were first called). They contributed a sense 

that one was part of a larger movement, that important changes were possible, and that one’s 

activity was normal. Although some people want to be part of separatists sects, those who had 

found commune life undesirable or those who wish to live in the more or less ordinary world, 

found a sense of relative normality important. 

 

Individuals also matter. The NECOC had a highly capable and inspiring organizer, Howie 

Hawkins. He traveled all over the region, and was active in the national organizing group. His 

example of hard work and devotion inspired us to do our utmost. When he moved away to New 

York State, the NE region Green movement, already in decline, lost an important element of 

stability and source of new recruits. 

 

What Did We Do? 
 

At first, the Pledge of Resistance and Greens operated as two groupings, both very informal, and 

mostly the same membership. Within the Keene Greens, the Apple Pie affinity group was formed 

as a support group for those engaging in non-violent resistance modeled on the Clamshell 

Alliance groups. In the Monadnock Region, 120 people signed the pledge to resist non-violently 

in the event of an invasion of Nicaragua. Throughout the spring of 1985 the Pledge held 

nonviolence training, sponsored informational forums, demonstrations, a march from 

Peterborough to Keene, and a sit-in at our Senator’s 

office. We interacted with the NH Central America 

Network, the national Pledge of Resistance campaign, 

and the Monadnock Peace Coalition. Ultimately, the 

covert contra war made our plans for non-violent 

resistance impractical; we were expecting an overt 

invasion.  

 

Central American focus remained an important part of 

the Monadnock Greens—in both phases of its 

existence. In June 1985, we held a fundraiser for the 

Vecino project, a volunteer group going to Nicaragua 

to build a school. Later, we had a potluck dinner and 

school supplies collection; it was also an event to 

celebrate the birthdays of three members (we were a 

borderline dysfamily).  In June 1987, a fundraiser 

potluck dinner was held in memory of Ben Lindner, 

the US engineer killed in Nicaragua while building a 
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small hydropower plant. The 

proceeds were devoted to 

alternative technology projects in 

Nicaragua. 

 

We defined our other concerns as 

solid waste, a bottle bill, sustainable 

development, afford-able housing, 

and creating a bioregional map. 

During this period we sent a letter 

to our local newspaper (and one in 

NZ) endorsing New Zealand’s 

decision to ban US nuclear powered 

warships and received a response 

from a NZ citizen. We attended 

peace rallies in Concord, sponsored meetings on green politics featuring regional speakers, 

participated in radioactive waste hearings, hosted a bioregional economics speaker, and worked 

to defeat a trash plan.  

 

We operated by consensus, with no formal membership, officers, or dues—we passed the hat at 

each meeting. At first, meetings were scheduled as needed as needed, and it mostly worked well. 

Had we created a draft mission statement, it would have been difficult to say who was eligible to 

endorse it. We met in homes, used a telephone tree for communication, and carpooled to distant 

meetings. 

 

Some of us attended the New England Committees of Correspondence meetings, and we offered 

to host the NECOC regional assembly in March 1986. This was a solidarity building activity for 

our group. All Greens in New England 

were eligible to attend; about 75 of the 

most committed did show up, including at 

least one person from New York City, not 

then part of our region. The agenda was 

determined by the NECOC steering 

committee, on which we had one member. 

The committee circulated draft statements 

before the assembly for locals to endorse.  

 

Our group arranged for housing, food, and 

meeting space. A condition of Green 

organizing was its lack of financial 

resources, and the members tended to have 

low incomes.  The organization did not 

seek 501 (c) 3 non-profit status and 

foundation grants.  While sleeping space 

was often provided in homes, churches, 

and other hospitable buildings (we 
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sometimes camped during the summer), travel costs could be difficult: some national members 

lived in Hawaii and Alaska. On this occasion, we packed people into our homes, and contracted 

for the catering service of Food not Bombs for low-cost vegetarian meals. 

  

The assembly, held at Keene State College, featured reports on the activities of locals and 

discussion of Green principles. It also operated informally by consensus, with volunteer 

facilitators. A protest arose among a group of women who felt that the process as employed 

disempowered women, and they created a women’s caucus to address these concerns. 

 

During this period we received considerable publicity, because Green politics was new in the 

US, and also for our very visible 

local activities. We notified local 

newspapers about public events 

and took advantage of every 

opportunity to publicize our cause. 

 
Process: Phase I 
     

In July 1987 the national Green 

organizing group held the first 

gathering in Amherst, MA, at 

Hampshire College. Several of the 

Keene Greens attended. Joan 

Roelofs gave a workshop on 

fundraising (without foundations); 

she had for several years been 

serving on the Haymarket Peoples 

Fund grant board for New 

Hampshire. The Amherst meeting 

heralded a more formal structure 

for the Green movement, and 

inspired new efforts at recruitment 

and structure by the Keene Greens.  

 

Posters appeared all over Keene 

and elsewhere in Cheshire County 

announcing meetings and events, 

with a phone number to call for those interested. On Sunday September 13 we had an 

organizational meeting for the Monadnock area, at which time we decided to concentrate on one 

issue at the local level, one regional, and one national-international. A list of possible issues was 

generated and another meeting scheduled for 2 weeks later. At the September 27 meeting there 

were agenda and minutes, and our process was discussed. We decided to work with consensus on 

a trial basis. We subsequently adopted this method and never had serious problems with it. We 

rotated facilitation and everyone was advised to learn how to be an effective facilitator. We also 

decided upon a process for ranking issues and chose development as our local focus. At the time, 

a large shopping mall with big box stores was threatened for Keene. Another group was 
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protesting this development, but we wanted to combine our efforts in this matter with larger 

considerations of sustainable development. 

  

We set dues at $1 for each meeting, with waivers for those unable to contribute. Some of our 

funds were used to purchase Green publications (from Howie Hawkins), which we used for 

publicity and recruiting. We decided to have a formal meeting every other Sunday evening. 

Luckily for our organization, we were able to use a small seminar room at Keene State College 

without the usual high charge for meeting space. This was justified by the friendly Dean as a 

public service contribution. One of our members was a professor at the College and took 

responsibility for the room and locking up. 

  

Having access to this space made a great difference to a low budget group, and having a regular 

time and place to meet was good for members and potential recruits. We could publicly advertise 

these meetings without worrying about plastering 

someone’s home address all over town, and with less 

concern about inviting strangers into people’s homes. 

There was no city owned free meeting space for 

organizations; we might have been able to meet in a 

church, but several members thought that this would 

have been a deterrent to potential recruits. 

 

We continued to operate without officers and decided 

not to incorporate as a non-profit organization (which 

would have required more formal structure). By 

October 11, we were calling ourselves the Monadnock 

Greens, which reflected the geographical base of our 

membership. 

  

We retained our loose structure and had no formal 

membership criteria. This meant that anyone attending a 

meeting for the first time might participate in consensus 

decisions, yet this never gave us a problem. What was 

somewhat disruptive was the tendency of people to 

show up at a meeting in order to persuade our group to 

adopt their projects. We were selective in these cases, and lent support in various ways without 

allowing outsiders to co-opt our energies. 

  

In between the formal meetings there were meetings to work on specific projects and also 

potluck suppers. When we tried to combine the potluck with philosophical discussions of Green 

principles, there was too much meandering, but quick business matters could be resolved despite 

the festive format. The potlucks were very important for group solidarity, and, as newcomers and 

prospects were invited, a recruitment attraction. However, we did not enlist very many new 

members. 

 
 
 

Groups we interacted with,  

1985-1988: 

 

Sierra Club 

CP3R (solid waste issues) 

Clamshell Alliance 

Vermont Yankee Shutdown 

Brattleboro Progressive Forum 

Campaign for Ratepayers Rights 

Pledge of Resistance  

Monadnock Peace Coalition  

Nashua Peace Center 

American Friends Service  

Committee  

Witness for Peace 

Vecino Project  

Central America Network  
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What We Did, Phase I:  
 

In addition to our local group’s activities, some of us 

participated in the regional NECOC events, which were 

primarily of two types: coordinating meetings for 

planning, organizing, developing positions, etc., at 

which one attended as a representative of a local; and 

assemblies, which were intended for all Greens and the 

curious.  

 

Sometimes the assemblies were tedious, as newcomers 

wanted the entire history of the Greens explained 

whatever the subject under discussion. However, some 

were well organized, with strong educational content. 

One particularly useful and enjoyable assembly was 

held in Maine, with excellent speakers and videos on the problem of solid waste. None of us 

were participants in national Green organizing meetings, which required considerable travel 

outlays. In theory, Green locals were supposed to fundraise to provide travel money for 

representatives to the national, where low-budget room and board was available, but the 

Monadnock Greens never had such resources. 

  

We continued to participate in Central America solidarity activities and anti-nuclear events. By 

August 1988, we had compiled an introductory packet and an archives scrapbook in order to 

orient new members and to preserve meeting time for current business. However, the group was 

disintegrating and we had few new adherents. Shortly after January 1989, the Monadnock 

Greens ended its first life. 

  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

What we did, 1985-1988: 

 

Vermont Yankee activism 

Central America Solidarity Work 

Demonstrations 

Petitions 

Sit-in at Senator’s office, 

Fundraisers for education, health,      

and technology projects in 

Nicaragua 

Street theater at the annual Keene 

downtown street fair  

 

All Species Ball at the Maine 

Bioregional Conference of 1990 
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Why? It was probably a combination of personal and organizational reasons. People moved on to 

other projects, often closely related to Green goals. In such a case our group served a worthy 

objective. It didn’t help our survival, but the Monadnock Genes lived on. Often the most 

committed members joined organizations where they could be full time activists, and this created 

a “brain drain” from the local group.  This is a worldwide phenomenon, perhaps accounting for 

the decline in local political parties and movements.  

 

Confusion about our aims may have contributed to our poor recruitment results. There weren’t 

major personality conflicts; on the other hand, we hadn’t bonded very closely. Finally, there was 

some tension between our environmental and social justice goals. These were greatest between 

those with a “bioregional” orientation and those who thought that Central America solidarity 

work was the most important issue at the time. 

 

Phase II: 1990-1993 
 

The Monadnock Greens began another 

incarnation in 1990. It was surprising that the 

people who initiated it had no idea that there had 

ever been a previous Green group. The catalyst 

for this formation was the April Wall Street 

Action organized by the regional Greens; some 

people from Keene saw the publicity and went to 

New York. On their return, they decided to form 

a Green local.  

 

These people, unlike the initiators of Monadnock 

Greens Phase I, were rarely veterans of other 

radical movements and organizations, and did not 

have such strong ideological commitments. 

Hearing of a Monadnock Greens meeting, I 

walked into a living room three blocks from my 

home and saw a roomful of people none of whom 

had I ever laid eyes on before. Some were graduate students in the environmental programs at 

Antioch University in Keene. 

 

This group had also participated in an anti-nuclear demonstration in Brattleboro in April, and 

soon became very active, with a few of the former MGIs joining them. We had several effective 

leaders, no one was disruptive, and we soon bonded well. Our connection to the regional Greens 

proved more fruitful than it had in the earlier period, and inspired us to support a candidate for 

the state legislature, one of our group, and governor 

 

A party that wasn’t already on the ballot needed to collect individual ballot petitions from 

registered voters (250 for State Representative; 3,000 for governor). We collected enough for our 

local candidate and for our share of the governor petitions; our candidate came close, but had not 

quite enough votes to win a seat. In New Hampshire, running for City Council (in Keene) or the 
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State House of Representatives does not require a large 

cash outlay. Old-fashioned low-budget techniques like 

door-to-door canvassing or addressing organizational 

meetings can often be effective. The pay for these offices 

is minimal, and our biggest problem securing electoral 

representation was finding people willing and able to 

serve. Our candidate, Chris Hansen, was at the time the 

primary caregiver for his children; his wife was a 

physician.  He would probably have been easily elected if 

he were running for office in Keene, but he lived in 

Alstead, and his district included both Alstead and the 

affluent town of Walpole, home of many propertied 

retirees. One of his positions was the need for fair 

education funding, a Green social justice issue. That and 

other challenges to business as usual probably weren’t 

attractive to the Walpole voters; he did prevail in Alstead 

over the other candidate. 

  

The apparently laborious task of collecting signatures 

turned out to be both pleasant and educational. When we 

asked strangers to sign the petitions, we had an opportunity 

to explain Green principles. While some signed because 

they believed it fair to allow someone to stand for election, 

others were interested in the Greens and asked to be on our 

mailing list. Where to collect was a problem, as there isn’t 

a great deal of pedestrian traffic in either the city (where 

we could collect petitions for the governor’s race) or rural 

Alstead-Walpole. 

 

One cannot collect signatures without permission on private property, which includes the 

supermarket plazas and the county fairgrounds.  One supermarket did allow us to operate in their 

parking lot and in front of the 

store. We discovered that 

many people came from 

other states to buy groceries, 

and were therefore useless 

for our purpose. When we 

went to the city park, where 

crowds were spectating the 

softball  

 

Guy Chichester, Green 

candidate for Governor,  

and Chris Hansen 
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leagues, we were on legal ground. 

However, there we found many 

people not registered to vote, 

sometimes because they 

incorrectly feared it would put 

them on the jury duty lists. In the 

softball crowd were many 

independent artisans, who would 

not be compensated for missing a 

day’s work (and the juror’s pay 

was minimal for them).  Neither 

the gubernatorial candidate nor 

any of the five Green NH State 

Representative candidates were 

elected, yet we felt that this project had educated and strengthened our group. 

 

One of our first local actions was a street theater performance on Central Square, Keene, 

protesting a waste to energy incinerator.  Our position prevailed and it was not built.  

 

We were active on many issues, and continued to emphasize Central America solidarity work. 

Among the highlights of 1991 was 

organizing an anti-Gulf War rally in 

Central Square, Keene in January, 

which attracted more than 400 local 

people and favorable press coverage 

from the Manchester Union Leader. 

 

We adopted a conscientious objector 

to the Gulf War (in military prison), 

working with an organization called 

“Hands Off!” We corresponded with 

him, sent him books and moral 

support, and wrote to his parole 

officer when he asked us to do so. In 

several community programs we 

showed the video of the “Hands Off!” 

project, featuring other objectors, 

their stories, and their reasons. We 

weren’t able to drum up much local 

interest in our effort, although it was 

very satisfying to us, and exciting to 

receive letters (now in our archives) 

from the man explaining his 

innocence in joining the marines and 

what he later found out about its 

mission and history.  
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Our major local project was initiating 

the Keene Farmers’ Market, in 

collaboration with local farmers and 

city government. At the outset, one of 

our members served on the board of 

directors; the market is flourishing 

today. 

 

In 1992, we hosted Ralph Nader at a 

home potluck when he came to Keene 

on his “not exactly running for 

President” campaign. Although he 

never joined the Greens, we 

supported many of his positions. 

 

During this period we continued Central America solidarity work, collecting material aid and 

adopting  a “sister city” (actually a small community, San Luis el Coyolar) in El Salvador. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group participated in the regional and national 

Green organizations, and for one year, 1992-1993, one 

of our members, Joan Roelofs, was on the seven-person 

National Coordinating Committee of the Greens/Green 

Party USA. We also interacted with many organizations, local, state, and regional, that shared 

our goals (see box below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Other Organizations in our Orbit: 

 

New England Green Alliance 

New England Committees of Correspondence 

Clamshell Alliance 

Citizen’s Budget Campaign 

Hands Off! 

KSC Concerned Students Coalition 

NH Action for Peace and Lasting Security 

American Friends Service Committee 

New Hampshire Central America Network 

Nashua Peace Center 
Bikes not Bombs 

Network in Solidarity with the people of Guatemala 

Greens/Green Party USA 

NH Fair Trade Campaign 

NH Peace Action 

New England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution 

 

Truck bound for Central 

America with material aid. 

Driver is a stand-in. 
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PROCESS: Phase II 
 

Our process was similar to that of the earlier group, but with slightly more structure. We had the 

use of a small seminar room at KSC, not elegant but pleasant and convenient enough. There were 

regular meetings every other Sunday evening, followed by refreshments at a nearby pub. In 

between the formal meetings, we had subcommittee meetings, potlucks, and met to carry out our 

actions. This was a major and willing time commitment for the ten or so most active members of 

our group. During one year we were joined by a British Green Party member who was an 

exchange student in American Studies at KSC, Annie Squires. 

 

For each Sunday meeting, as well 

as for the events we sponsored, a 

new poster was put up all over the 

city, and in some of the 

surrounding towns. Although the 

posters didn’t produce many new 

recruits, their presence and 

changing aspect conveyed the idea 

that ours was a thriving 

organization.  They were made by 

a volunteer who enjoyed the work, 

in those days by cut, paste, and 

photocopy. We used colored 

paper, but it was often recycled 

from old posters, as you can see. 

Our publicity crew had a list of 

where to post, including libraries, 

city and town halls, Antioch and 

KSC, natural food stores, and 

wherever there were bulletin 

boards with likely browsers. It was 

often necessary to ask permission 

to post our material, and this 

turned out to be a great 

opportunity to explain what the 

Greens were all about. We also 

listed our meetings and events in 

several local newspaper calendars, and maintained a list of our publicity outlets.  A free 

alternative weekly newspaper, Leisure Weekly, was sympathetic to our aims and provided an 

excellent outlet for our stories. 

 

One publicity item proved very useful. We printed a half-sheet, on green paper, that had on one 

side our logo, contact information (we had no HQ, but had a PO Box, and used phone numbers 

of members who were willing to receive), basic principles of the Greens, and some activities and 

issues of our group. We believed it very important to advertise that our mission was not merely 
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environmental protection (as some thought), but included anti-war activities and Central 

American solidarity action.  

 

 
 

On the other side was a calendar, listing our own meetings and events, and also the events of 

related local organizations. We left small piles of these at libraries and other places where 

literature drops were possible, and carried some around with us to give to anyone expressing an 

interest. We handed them out when we tabled at street fairs or participated in demonstrations. 

They were updated about every two weeks, but would be more often if necessary.  

 

In addition, we also wanted to indicate that we had and believed in fun, and therefore we noted 

our after-meeting social activities.  By this time we considered ourselves a functional dysfamily; 

we had become a social and support network.  This has continued to some extent, despite our 

decline in concerted political activity. 

  

We had no officers and didn’t wish to incorporate. The major advantage of incorporation (since 

we were not interested in non-profit status for obtaining grants) would have been to protect 

individuals against tort claims, but the likelihood of our being sued was not considered great, and 

most members had no assets. 
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We discovered that we had an image as a 

puritanical bunch; smokers and meat-eaters 

feared to approach us.  We tried to dispel this 

image with our fundraising activities.   

 

  
Our meetings were led by rotating facilitators; all members were encouraged to become 

comfortable in this role. We did not distribute a pre-meeting agenda. Instead, at the outset of the 

meeting we passed around an agenda sheet. This worked well for the meetings, and also provided a 

place to record our attendance and decisions as informal minutes.   

 

 

The meetings were open to all, and 

frequently, those who wanted us to 

adopt their projects attended. By 

relegating them to “new business” we 

were able to inform them of our 

issues, and to indicate their position 

in our agenda. Sometimes we would 

provide general support, or those of 

our members with an interest would 

work individually with their 

organization.  

 

We still had no formal dues and 

passed the hat to acquire funds that 

were used mostly for our printing 

expenses. We had a few fundraisers, 

such as a coffeehouse evening held at 

the Keene Unitarian Universalist 

Church; these were usually for 

specific projects, such as our material 

aid for Central America. At our anti-

war rally of 1991 we received, 

unsolicited, considerable cash 

donations. These were placed in a 

dedicated account for peace activities.  
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Our last major project was the 

publication of a local newsletter, to 

report our doings and those of 

sympathetic organizations. By this 

time, one of our most active 

members, Forrest Seymour, had 

become expert at desktop 

publishing. A fine single issue 

emerged of Vox Monadnock, but 

by the end of 1993, our group was 

faltering. 

 
 
What Worked and What 
Didn’t 
 

We tried to recruit new members 

through our meetings and events 

(including tabling at street fairs, 

etc.), informational materials, and 

personal contact. We encouraged 

prospective members to attend 

potlucks before even formal 

meetings, and provided an 

orientation scrapbook to explain 

further who we were. However, 

we were not able to replace the active members who became less so or inactive. Some withdrew 

because their lives changed and they didn’t have the time and energy, or they left the area for 

work or to pursue graduate studies. Several traveled to become more intensely involved in 

Green-related activism and projects, and are still so engaged.  

 

Our accomplishments included educating ourselves and the community on many important 

issues, successful actions, such as the creation of the farmers’ market, and maintaining a 

harmonious and enjoyable organization all the while.  A fair number of group members 

developed careers that were related to the work we had been doing.  More news about this and 

other matters will be reported as this history is updated. 

 

The inability to attract new members was a major failure of the Monadnock Greens, and still 

something of a mystery. The problems we were addressing are still urgent and unsolved. It 

wasn’t as if we had fulfilled our mission and had no more to do. It seems obvious that people are 

more likely to join a local organization when there is empty space in their lives, but surely there 

is a pool of such likely recruits at all times.  We had a happy and productive group and tried to 

avoid an “in-group” attitude or “shop talk” when newcomers were at our meetings and events.  
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Perhaps there were not enough “catalytic” events, such as the Earth Day Wall Street Action in 

1990, which had been so important to the formation of MGII. The regional organizations were 

weakening with dissent and declining interest, the major regional organizer had left the area, and 

locals throughout New England were disintegrating. Some in the New England groups leaned 

toward that faction of the Green movement that downplayed local activism in favor of electoral 

(including presidential) politics. While the NH Green group continued to meet (usually in 

Concord), such networking was not very satisfying without consistent local activity.  In addition, 

the entire field of peace and social justice groups, along with alternative newspapers and state-

wide newsletters, had grown smaller and quieter, and these had been important sustainers and 

stimulators of Green activity.    

 

Several attempts were made to revive the Monadnock Greens; there was a MGIII phase. 

Meetings, activities, and coordination with the NH Greens occurred, but the functional dysfamily 

era was over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted July 20, 2007 by Joan Roelofs.  Corrections, comments, pictures, etc., are 

welcome and will be uploaded as appropriate.  Send to joan.roelofs@verizon.net 

 

 


