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I. Military-Industrial Complex.  Introduction. 
 
 "Political Observations" James Madison 4-20, 1795  

“Of all the enemies of true liberty, war is, perhaps, the 
most to be dreaded, because it comprises and 
develops the germ of every other. 

War is the parent of armies; from these proceed 
debts and taxes; and armies and debts and taxes are 
the known instruments for bringing the many under 
the domination of the few. 

In war, too, the discretionary power of the Executive 
is extended; its influence in dealing out offices, 
honors and emoluments is multiplied; and all the 

means of seducing the minds, are added to those of subduing the force, of the people. 

The same malignant aspect in republicanism may be traced in the inequality of fortunes, 
and the opportunities of fraud, growing out of a state of war, and in the degeneracy of 
manner and of morals, engendered in both. 

No nation can preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.”1 

Charter of the United Nations 1945,  Article 2, Sec. 4 
 
All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.2 
 
This did not ban civil war or internal insurrections.  Most countries did not want the UN to 
extend to domestic disputes, and the USSR believed that civil war was one way that 
communism would come about. 
 
Despite our enthusiastic signing of the UN Charter: 
 
“Truman Doctrine” 1947 
The US will intervene in any way, including militarily, in any place where Communism is 
threatened, either by “outside pressures” or domestic insurgents.   
 
The context was the civil war in Greece; Truman was requesting economic and military 
intervention, which then occurred, along with covert operations. Napalm was used against 

http://www.reclaimdemocracy.org/civil_rights/orange_alert_oped.html
http://www.reclaimdemocracy.org/civil_rights/orange_alert_oped.html
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the Greek Communists. The doctrine was extended even to cases where elections might 
result in communist governments.3 
 
NSC-68 1950 
 
This document was a blueprint for the cold war, proposing a massive military buildup to 
“rollback” communism where it existed and to prevent any more nations from adopting 
communist governments. All means were implied, including covert action, military 
intervention, and nuclear war. 4 
 
Eisenhower's Farewell Address to the Nation 1961 

"This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is new 
in the American experience. The total influence – economic, political, even spiritual – is felt 
in every city, every Statehouse, every office of the Federal government. We recognize the 
imperative need for this development. Yet we must not fail to comprehend its grave 
implications. Our toil, resources and livelihood are all involved; so is the very structure of 
our society. "5  
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And now: 
[The] Obama administration admitted it had killed four U.S. citizens in drone strikes 
overseas. Three of the men were killed in Yemen: the Muslim cleric Anwar al-Awlaki, his 
16-year-old son Abdulrahman al-Awlaki and Samir Khan. A fourth man, whose death was 
not previously reported, Jude Kenan Mohammad, was killed in Pakistan.  

In a letter to Senator Patrick Leahy, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder said, of the four U.S. 
citizens, only Anwar al-Awlaki was specifically targeted. He said the other three citizens 
were, quote, "not specifically targeted by the United States." His letter also did not address 
the thousands of non-U.S. citizens who have been killed by U.S. drones. According to the 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism, U.S. drone strikes have killed as many as 3,900 people 
in Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia since 2002. Most of the deaths occurred under President 
Obama.6 

Quadrennial Defense Review 2010 
The mission of the Department of Defense is to protect the American people and advance 
our nation’s interests. . . . 
Above all, the United States and its allies and partners remain engaged in a broader war—
a multifaceted political, military and moral struggle—against Al Qaeda and its allies 
around the world. . . . 
 
Despite those who disregard the rules of the international system, the United States must 
remain a standard-bearer in the conduct of war. The United States will maintain and 
support international norms by upholding the Geneva Conventions and by providing 
detainees and prisoners of war the 
rights and protections afforded to 
them under international law.7  
 
 
Special Operations Forces 
 
In 120 countries across the globe, 
troops from Special Operations 
Command carry out their secret war 
of high-profile assassinations, low-
level targeted killings, 
capture/kidnap operations, kick-
down-the-door night raids, joint 
operations with foreign forces, and 
training missions with indigenous 
partners as part of a shadowy 
conflict unknown to most 
Americans.8 

http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/osama-bin-laden-killed/story?id=13505703
http://www.nationinstitute.org/featuredwork/fellows/2283/the_cia%27s_secret_sites_in_somalia/?page=entire
http://www.nationinstitute.org/featuredwork/fellows/2283/the_cia%27s_secret_sites_in_somalia/?page=entire
http://www.nationinstitute.org/featuredwork/fellows/2283/the_cia%27s_secret_sites_in_somalia/?page=entire
http://www.nationinstitute.org/featuredwork/fellows/2283/the_cia%27s_secret_sites_in_somalia/?page=entire
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/24/us-afghanistan-raids-idUSTRE71N15U20110224
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2011/06/28/world/middleeast/20110629-IRAQ-7.html
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2011/06/28/world/middleeast/20110629-IRAQ-7.html
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Furthermore: “The Pentagon has all but eclipsed the State 
Department in setting US foreign policy.”9 
 
Why? 
 
Why has the military gained such a large role in our country, and 
why do US citizens accept it? 
Is it needed for security?  Does it help or make us more vulnerable? 
Is it needed to stimulate the economy?  Would capitalism collapse 
without it? 
Is it to acquire oil and other resources, dominate the world 
economically? For profits of military contractors, and promotions for 
military officers? Megalomania?  Friendly fascism?  Israel?10 
Why do citizens go along? 
 they don’t know  
 propaganda 
 distractions and rewards 
 interests (jobs, donations, economic development) 
 
 
Future warrior concept11 
 
 
Why does the world accept it? 
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              12 
 
NATO members and partners  http://www.targetmap.com/viewer.aspx?reportId=22314 
 
Mediterranean dialog includes Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia 
 
Istanbul Cooperative Initiative includes Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates 
 
 
The Active Denial System (ADS) is a non-
lethal, directed-energy weapon developed by the U.S. 
military, designed for area denial, perimeter security 
and crowd control. . . .The weapon is also called 
the heat ray since it works by heating the surface of 
targets, such as the skin of targeted human subjects.

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.targetmap.com/viewer.aspx?reportId=22314
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-lethal_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-lethal_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_armed_forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_armed_forces
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Structure 
 
About 1.4 million active duty military personnel. 
828,000 reserve and national guard 
800,000 civilian 
About 2,800,000 total 
 
Approximately  300,000 of these on active duty abroad, in 149 countries. 
 
There are close to 1 million civilian employees of DOD. 
250,000 contracted “security personnel” are engaged in military operations 
Central Intelligence Agency employs more (secret numbers and budget) 
Then there are all our allies fighting along with us.14 
 
Contractor Levels in Afghanistan 
Mar. 2013   US. 33,107, third country 34,375, local 40,314 =contractors 107,796  
troops 65,70015  
 
According to Pentagon data compiled three years ago, “contract employees comprised 22 
percent of your department's workforce but accounted for 50 percent of its cost, $254 
billion,”16 
                                                             
1 http://www.reclaimdemocracy.org/quotes/madison_perpetual_war.html 
 
2 http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter1.shtml 
Kellogg-Briand Pact 1928 was a Treaty between the United States and other Powers providing for the 
renunciation of war as an instrument of national policy.  However, it failed to be enforced. 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/imt/kbpact.htm 
 
3 http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/trudoc.asp 
 
4 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NSC-68 
 
5 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y06NSBBRtY 
Full text: http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article5407.htm 
 
6
 May 23, 2013. http://www.democracynow.org/2013/5/23/killing_americans_jeremy_scahill_on_obama 

 
7 http://www.defense.gov/qdr/images/QDR_as_of_12Feb10_1000.pdf 
 
8
 Turse,Nick.  “Uncovering the Military's Secret Military,” http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175426/ 

 
9 Glain, Stephen.  “The American Leviathan,”  The Nation, Sept. 28, 2009 
 

http://www.reclaimdemocracy.org/quotes/madison_perpetual_war.html
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter1.shtml
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/imt/kbpact.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y06NSBBRtY
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article5407.htm
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/5/23/killing_americans_jeremy_scahill_on_obama
http://www.defense.gov/qdr/images/QDR_as_of_12Feb10_1000.pdf
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/175426/
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10 Bricmont, Jean and Diana Johnstone, “No More War for Israel? The People Against the 800 Pound Gorilla,” 
Counterpunch, September 13-15, 2013   http://www.counterpunch.org/2013/09/13/the-people-against-the-
800-pound-gorilla/ 

 
11 http://nsrdec.natick.army.mil/media/fact/individual/FW.htm 

 
12 http://www.targetmap.com/viewer.aspx?reportId=22314 
 
13 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active_Denial_System 
 
14 http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/2011/hst1103.pdf 
Also from Base Structure Report 
 
15 http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R43074.pdf  Source: CENTCOM Quarterly Census Reports and “Boots on 
the Ground” monthly reports to Congress.  
 
16 Grossman, Elaine M. “Pentagon Leaders Put Support Contractors on Notice for Deep Cuts.”June 11, 2013, 
Global Security Newswire, http://www.nti.org/gsn/article/pentagon-leaders-put-support-contractors-notice-

deep-cuts/ 

http://www.targetmap.com/viewer.aspx?reportId=22314
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active_Denial_System
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/2011/hst1103.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R43074.pdf
http://www.nti.org/gsn/article/pentagon-leaders-put-support-contractors-notice-deep-cuts/
http://www.nti.org/gsn/article/pentagon-leaders-put-support-contractors-notice-deep-cuts/

