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Youths are the No. 1 target in Chicago’s homicide epidemic. As the city leads the nation in 
murders, young people under 25 are often the ones who die—and who kill 

 
Parents who lost children to gun violence gather at Chicago police headquarters to demand that Chicago 

police detectives solve their cases. [Photo by Carlos Javier Ortiz / Wonderful Machine] And despite 
various police strategies and community efforts, things are getting worse. Last year, 243 
people under 25 were killed in Chicago.2 
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5. NATO, Training, Arms Exports  

North Atlantic Treaty Organization has added new members seven times since first 
forming in 1949 (the last 2 in 2009). NATO comprises twenty-eight members: Albania, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 

Why it was formed is controversial. The official US justification was fear of an invasion by 
the Soviet Union to promote communism in Western Europe. 

There was never any evidence that this might happen, but then anything is possible. 

A more plausible motive was to facilitate the re-arming of Germany by embedding it in a 
larger military grouping. Western European countries were afraid of Germany. 

Original Mission: The Parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, 
to settle any international dispute in which they may be involved by peaceful means in 
such a manner that international peace and security and justice are not endangered, and 
to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force in any manner 
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latvia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luxembourg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovakia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://www.un.org/aboutun/charter/
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The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North 
America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree that, if 
such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or 
collective self-defence recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will 
assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with 
the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to 
restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area.3 
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http://www.nato.int/docu/basictxt/bt-un51.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algeria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Macedonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakhstan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montenegro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moldova
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morocco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(country)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunisia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NATO_Partners.png
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 Tajikistan  Turkmenistan   
   NATO member states 

   Partnership for Peace 
countries 

 Uzbekistan  Ukraine    Mediterranean Dialogue countries 

             4 
We have only recently learned that NATO created secret “fallback” armies, code named 
Operation Gladio. These were to carry out guerrilla warfare in case of invasion, and also to 
carry out domestic operations to discredit the left in Italy and other countries.5 
 
Now NATO is a vast empire with an expanding group of treaty members, and also 
networks, partnerships, associates, and guests, as military contingents from Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, and South Korea are invited to NATO events.  
 
Partnership for Peace (PfP) members choose from a “menu” how far they want to go 
with NATO. Options include joint missions, combating terrorism, crisis response in the 
NATO Reaction Force (NRF), controlling mines and small arms, disaster rescue, and 
scientific cooperation.  
 
PfP members must have:  
weapons interoperability (e.g.,scrapping contemporary Russian and old Warsaw Pact 
arms in favor of Western ones),  
increase military spending to 2% of the national budget,  
purge "politically unreliable" personnel from military, defense and security posts,  
train abroad in NATO military academies,  
host U.S. Alliance military exercises, and  
instruct the officer corps in a common language - English - for joint overseas operations. 
  
NATO’s aggressive “out of area” operations, e.g., Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, counter-piracy 
off Africa, have been multilateral, with willing participation of NATO members and 
humanitarian organizations. 
 
NATO downplays its military nature and claims that it is simply the “premier organization 
of democratic nations.” The new idea is that security is no longer a territorial issue--
everything is relevant to it. Any policy of any nation anywhere in the world, concerning 
economics, human rights, environment, secession movements, etc., may be a cause of 
terrorism or create an external threat that needs to be thwarted in advance, by NATO. 
  
NATO is closely connected to military, political, scientific, and corporate elites. Europe 
now has a large military-industrial complex, and the European Union is a blood brother of 
NATO.6  BAE is one of the largest in Europe.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajikistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkmenistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
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Revelations about the secret “Gladio” armies, thousands of nuclear weapons formerly and 
some still in Europe, nuclear waste dumps, and testing and use of DU weapons, indicate 
that crucial NATO activities are unknown not only to the ordinary citizen, but also to 
parliamentary representatives and even prime ministers if they are not part of the inner 
circle. Denmark’s constitution and laws ban nuclear weapons, but they were in Greenland. 
The complicity of 14 European governments (East and West) in recent renditions of 
“suspects” was also a surprise to citizens of the greatest democracies.7 Sweden, not a 
member (but now a partner), has been secretly aiding NATO since the beginning. 
 

 
Now NATO is creating the first global army; the war in Afghanistan is being fought by the 
largest military coalition in history. Finnish and Swedish troops have died there; their 
countries are considering joining NATO. 
 
NATO’s supreme allied commander for Europe and commander of U.S. European 
Command, Air Force Gen. Philip M. Breedlove said: 

[B]etween 2007 and 2011, EUCOM trained 42,000 NATO and NATO-partner troops to 
deploy to Afghanistan. That’s 42,000 Americans that didn’t have to go to Afghanistan,” he 
said. “Our ability to remain connected to these armies and these air forces [is] directly 
related to our force structure in Europe.8 
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In June 2009, war games “Loyal Arrow” were conducted by 10 countries in Northern 
Sweden, as a preliminary move to extend US and NATO military presence into Arctic 
regions—and confronting Russia in that area.9 

Anders Blom, head of the Sami national organization, SSR explained,  

Low-flying aircraft can create a lot of problems, particularly at this time of the year, when 
the reindeer are calving. The noise causes the animals to panic and that can lead to deaths 
and serious injuries. If we’d been consulted earlier about where the aircraft would be, 
then we could have done something, but we heard nothing until the last moment. 

 
             10 
By withholding, threatening to withhold, or refusing to sell vital civilian and military 
technology the United States was able to make the Swedish government consent to US 

hegemony in Western Europe.  This included covert military cooperation.11  
 
Another gradual development has been the remilitarization of the Axis countries, which 
had constitutional provisions and laws against offensive military activity, including 
sending troops abroad. Italy and Germany have troops in Afghanistan, and Japan has 
provided support for the Afghan War; it also has troops in Iraq.12 
 
NATO is not an egalitarian alliance; it is a military empire dominated by the US. 
Non-military activities include support for all types of science research.13 
 

http://www.sapmi.se/
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Foreign military training 

                             

The military coup in Honduras in 2009 was led by 
School of the Americas (SOA) graduate Romeo 
Vasquez. Members of the Honduran military 
surrounded the presidential palace and forced the 
democratically elected president, Manuel Zelaya, into 
custody.  

 

In Fiscal Year 2011, approximately 61,200 students from 158 countries participated in 
training, the total cost of which was approximately $589.5M. . . . through the Foreign 
Military Sales (FMS) Program, State Department funded activities, and DoD-funded 
activities.14 

This is what the State Department says about it:  

Training provided to foreign militaries through foreign military assistance, particularly 
the [International Military Education and Training] IMET program, helps promote the 
principles of democracy, respect for human rights, and the rule of law. In addition to 
making the world a safer place, the spread of democratic principles contributes to a 
political environment more conducive to the global economic development so critical to a 
nation’s well being. Thus, there is a genuine linkage between foreign military assistance 
programs and the day-to-day lives of Americans.15 

A major goal is to enable foreign military forces to support combined operations and 
“interoperability” with U.S. forces. 

The Expanded IMET (E-IMET) program (arising from criticism of the activities of our past 
trainees—assassination, torture, military takeovers, etc.) is supposed to teach respect for 
civilian control of the military, human rights, and belief in the rule of law. 

Another DOD program: JOINT COMBINED EXCHANGE TRAINING (JCET)  

U.S. Special Operations Forces (SOF) train “with friendly foreign forces. . . The primary 
purpose of JCET is always the training of U.S. SOF personnel, although incidental training 
benefits may accrue to the foreign forces.”16 

Over 200 institutions in the US train foreign military, and much occurs in their own 
countries. For example, US Special Operations Forces have trained Rwandan Patriotic 
Army, notorious abusers.  
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The aim of training is to promote our military agenda, and to enhance political contacts 
and control.17 
 
Each branch of the military has its own network of schools, the military academies have 
exchange programs, there are regional centers, and civilian institutions have foreign 
military students. Private contractors also perform training. 
 
Some examples: 
 
Africa Center for Strategic Studies (In D.C., Senegal, and Ethiopia) 
 
US Army JFK Special Warfare Center and School, Ft. Bragg, NC 
for Special Forces training (Green Berets) 
 
Norwich University in VT.: Indonesian special forces were trained here—Kopassus, which 
is notorious for human rights violations. Because of outrage, they had to shut down the 
program for a while, but they are back.18 
 
US Army School of the Americas, Ft. Benning, GA 
 
This is the best-known place, because of the annual demonstration initiated by Father Roy 
Bourgeois. SOA has trained Latin American human rights abusers, assassins, and torturers, 
including the murderers of Jesuit priests in El Salvador, the 4 nuns, Archbishop Romero 
and many lesser known victims. Its training manuals advocate torture. The recent 
overthrow of Honduras government was done by graduates of SOA (now called the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation).19 
 
Nicaragua, Bolivia , Costa Rica, Argentina, Uruguay, Ecuador, and Venezuela  have 
withdrawn from the SOA.20 
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Foreign Policy  Is America Training Too Many Foreign Armies? 
Events in Mali show why it’s time to take a fresh look at the Pentagon’s military assistance 
programs. 

BY JOHN NORRIS | JANUARY 28, 2013 

 

            21 
 
Arms Sales  
US sales: $66.3 billion in 2011.22 Saudi Arabia bought $33.4 billion from the United States. 
India followed with $6.9 billion and the United Arab Emirates came in third with $4.5 
billion.23 

 
Most of the sales are to the developing world. All transfers, whether private corporate 
sales or US government, come with training, sometimes done by contractors.24 

                                 
1 http://www.aspeninstitute.org/about/leadership-board/lifetime-trustees#sthash.YDmdUQxk.dpuf 
 
2
 http://www.chicagoreporter.com/news/2013/01/youths-are-no-1-target-chicago-s-homicide-epidemic 

 
3 http://www.nato.int/docu/basictxt/treaty.htm 
 
4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO 
 
5D. Ganser. www.globalresearch.ca/articles/GAN412A.html 
 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/01/28/is_america_training_too_many_foreign_armies
http://www.aspeninstitute.org/about/leadership-board/lifetime-trustees#sthash.YDmdUQxk.dpuf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
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6 http://www.tni.org/archives/reports_militarims_eumilitary 

 
7 Nukes in Europe: PISM Strategic Files, issue: #7 March / 2009, pages: 14, on www.ceeol.com 
Roelofs, “The Bananazation of Europe.” 9-24-07 Spinwatch Available:  
http://www.spinwatch.org/latest-news-mainmenu-10/184-europe/4325-the-bananazation-of-europe 
 
8 October 28, 2013, http://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/ 
In Afghanistan: All 28 NATO members. 
      Every former Soviet Republic not already in NATO but Russia - Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan  

      Ten European nations that had never before been part of a military bloc, now in PIP: Austria, Bosnia, Finland, 
the Republic of Ireland, Macedonia, Malta, Montenegro, Serbia, Sweden and Switzerland. All of the latter but 

Malta and Serbia have soldiers in Afghanistan.  
       United Arab Emirates: the only Arab state to date  

with troops in Afghanistan. 
      Singapore, Mongolia, Australia, New Zealand 

      Japan (naval ships in support role) 
      Possibly: S. Korea 
Rozoff, Rick, Afghan War: NATO Builds History's First Global Army 8-9-09 
www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=14707  

____________. West Plots To Supplant United Nations With Global NATO, Globalresearch.ca  May 27, 2009 
  

 
9 Rozoff, Rick. NATO's War Plans For The High North. Scandinavia and the Baltic Sea. June 14, 2009 
www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=13975 

10 Picture: 1941, Russia, USSR — British-made Hawker Hurricanes with Soviet pilots fly over a reindeer on their 
way to attack the Germans. — Image by © Yevgeny Khaldei/CORBIS. Khaldei was a Red Army photographer, 
best know for his picture of the Soviet flag flying over the Reichstag at the end of WWII. This phot, dramatic as 
it is, was a montage made by him. The photos were taken during the German operation called, ironically 
enough, ‘Operation Reindeer’ that had the goal of capturing the nickel mines of Petsaamo. 
www.reindeerblog.org 
 
11 Mikael Nilsson, “Amber Nine: NATO's Secret Use of a Flight Path over Sweden and the Incorporation of 
Sweden in NATO's Infrastructure” Journal of Contemporary History 2009 44: 287 
 
12 Rozoff, Rick. Former Axis Nations Abandon . . .Military Restrictions, 8-12-09 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=14754 
 
13Nigel Williams, “Cold War Thaw Leads to Turmoil in NATO Science,” Science, New Series, Vol. 278, No. 5339, 
Oct. 31, 1997, p. 795.  Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2894426  (Access via KSC Library)  

 
 
14 http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/197598.pdf 

State Department programs include: International Military Education and Training (IMET); Foreign Military 
Financing (FMF)-funded training; International Narcotics and Law Enforcement (INL); African Contingency 
Operations Training and Assistance (ACOTA); and others. DoD-funded activities include: Regional Defense 

http://www.tni.org/archives/reports_militarims_eumilitary
http://www.ceeol.com/
http://www.spinwatch.org/latest-news-mainmenu-10/184-europe/4325-the-bananazation-of-europe
http://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=14707
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=13975
http://www.reindeerblog.org/2009/06/22/reindeer-war-games-and-lapistan/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2894426
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/197598.pdf
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Combating Terrorism Fellowship Program (CTFP); Section 1004 Drug Interdiction and Counter-Drug Training 
Support (CDTS); Combatant Command Security Cooperation Activities (e.g., Counter-Narcotics, Humanitarian 
Demining); Service Academy Foreign Student Program; Aviation Leadership Program; PME Exchanges; and 
Regional Programs: the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (APCSS), the George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies (Marshall Center), the Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies (CHDS), the Near 
East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies (NESA Center), and the Africa Center for Strategic Studies (ACSS); 
Section 1206 and certain classified Combatant Command activities.  

15 http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/152755.pdf 
 
16 http://www.state.gov/t/pm/rls/rpt/fmtrpt/2008/index.htm 
 
17 “Training was also viewed as a reward for political support, no matter how small the nation. One U.S. 
government document, for instance, justified $12,000 of U.S. military training for the tiny Pacific island nation 
of Tuvalu as follows: ‘Tuvalu is a consistent supporter of U.S. positions internationally.… Tuvalu was one of 
only four countries to join the U.S. and Israel in voting against the October 2000 UN General Assembly 
resolution condemning Israel [for its indiscriminate use of force in Palestine].’”Lumpe, Lora. US Foreign 
Military Training. 2/02.  http://www.fpif.org/pdf/papers/SRmiltrain.pdf 
 
18 http://www.etan.org/news/2007/milglossary.htm#IMET; http://online.norwich.edu/current-
students/deans-blog/five-international 
 
19 http://www.krysstal.com/democracy_salvador_nuns.html 
 
20 “In 1996 the Pentagon was forced to release training manuals used at the school that advocated torture, 
extortion and execution. Among the SOA's nearly 60,000 graduates are notorious dictators Manuel Noriega 
and Omar Torrijos of Panama, Leopoldo Galtieri and Roberto Viola of Argentina, Juan Velasco Alvarado of 
Peru, Guillermo Rodriguez of Ecuador, and Hugo Banzer Suarez of Bolivia. Lower-level SOA graduates have 
participated in human rights abuses that include the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero and the El 
Mozote Massacre of 900 civilians.” www.soaw.org 
 
21http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/01/28/is_america_training_too_many_foreign_armies?page=0,
1 
 
22 Shanker, Thom. “U.S. Arms Sales Make Up Most of Global Market,” New York Times, August 26, 2012 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/27/world/middleeast/us-foreign-arms-sales-reach-66-3-billion-in-
2011.html 
 
23 http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2012/08/27/160126246/with-66-3-billion-in-agreements-u-s-arms-
sales-break-record-in-2011 
 
24 Figures for all countries are available at http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/reports/documents/rpt655_FY12-
report.pdf 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/152755.pdf
http://www.state.gov/t/pm/rls/rpt/fmtrpt/2008/index.htm
http://www.fpif.org/pdf/papers/SRmiltrain.pdf
http://www.etan.org/news/2007/milglossary.htm#IMET
http://online.norwich.edu/current-students/deans-blog/five-international
http://online.norwich.edu/current-students/deans-blog/five-international
http://www.krysstal.com/democracy_salvador_nuns.html
http://soaw.org/new/article.php?id=98
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/01/28/is_america_training_too_many_foreign_armies?page=0,1
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/01/28/is_america_training_too_many_foreign_armies?page=0,1
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/27/world/middleeast/us-foreign-arms-sales-reach-66-3-billion-in-2011.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/27/world/middleeast/us-foreign-arms-sales-reach-66-3-billion-in-2011.html
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2012/08/27/160126246/with-66-3-billion-in-agreements-u-s-arms-sales-break-record-in-2011
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2012/08/27/160126246/with-66-3-billion-in-agreements-u-s-arms-sales-break-record-in-2011
http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/reports/documents/rpt655_FY12-report.pdf
http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/reports/documents/rpt655_FY12-report.pdf

