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VI. Bases, Space, Environmental Costs 
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The DoD manages a worldwide real property portfolio that spans all 50 states, seven U.S. territories, and 40 foreign 
countries. The majority of the foreign sites are located in Germany (179 sites), Japan (109 sites), and South Korea (83 
sites). Reported figures: U.S. 4364, Territories 97, Foreign 598.1 

In Iraq, there were 500 bases.  All but 2 were turned over to Iraq government. About 16,000 State Department-paid 
contractors and civilian employees are still stationed at the giant US embassy compound and two huge consulates, along 
with unacknowledged CIA and FBI agents, Special Forces and a host of other undercover operatives.

2 

In Afghanistan, of 700 bases, 9 will remain.
3 

Domestic Bases 

All bases are toxic waste dumps, 

poisoning military, civilian workers, 

dependents, and nearby communities. 

One of the worst is Fairchild AFB in WA.  

 Protecting Cape Cod's drinking water 
continues to be a major focus at EPA 
New England. The Massachusetts 
Military Reservation (MMR), a 22,000-
acre property that has been used for 
military training activities since 1911, is 
located over a sole source aquifer that 
provides drinking water for 200,000 
year-round and 500,000 seasonal 
residents of Cape Cod. Parts of the 
aquifer have been contaminated by fuel 
spills and other past practices at MMR's  
Otis Air Force Base.4  
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Foreign: Honduras 

The U.S. airbase at Soto 
Cano, is also known as 
Palmerola. Before he was 
removed by graduates of 
the SOA, President Manuel 
Zelaya said he would make 
a civilian airport out of the 
base, as there wasn’t a 
decent one. He had 
Venezuelan financing. 5 
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Vicenza 

There have been massive 
protests for years by local 
people—Vicenza is a 
UNESCO heritage city.6                                                                                                                   
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Diego Garcia  

This is a British colony. It was supposed to be independent, a part of Mauritius, but just before the 1973 independence, it 

was detached at US request, the inhabitants removed, and a US base built. This violated UN decolonization rules (as did 

the incorporation of Hawaii). Diego Garcia was used to launch the air wars against Iraq and Afghanistan, as a spy 

location, and holds secret CIA prisons in the rendition program. The inhabitants want to go home. Some want base gone; 

others want jobs.7 
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Okinawa Japan: Map of US Military Bases8 

I   

 

This is the site of the most sustained and vigorous protest against US bases, by residents and the local government. Over 

45,000 personnel are there, including Marines, dependents, and civilian base workers. 75% of Japan’s bases are in 

Okinawa. Protest arose over land expropriated without compensation (it was farmland and tourist area), constant live 

ammunition training and noise from overflights, pollution of land and seas, secret agreements permitting nukes 
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although prohibited by Japanese law, sex industry, and Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) that protected GIs who 

committed crimes. The anti-base movement became massive when a 12 year old girl was raped in 1995, and the US 

would not surrender the suspects. Women have been leaders in the move to close down the bases, and there has been 

much international solidarity.  

VIDEO: Standing Army 

Why are bases opposed? 1. The question of sovereignty. There is not only the space removed from the country by the 

occupying army, but its presence helps to influence the politics of nations and even their laws. Many countries that 

signed the UN Charter have prohibitions against war (or use of their territory for war) in their constitutions. 

2. Bases are used to launch wars of aggression, and many people believe this is immoral, as well as a violation of laws 

and treaties. 

3. Bases are targets for retaliation against the launchers. 

4. Citizens have their land expropriated. This is a problem even in the US, in Hawaii, where much native land, sacred or 

agricultural, has been taken over for governmental or military use. 

5. Environmental damage to land, sea, and air; constant noise of aircraft and firing. 

6. Crimes, with criminals protected by SOFAs. 

7. Sex industry. 

8. Racism 

9. Payments by host countries   

10. Use for torture. 
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Changes  

Protests have closed bases in Philippines, where prostitution, AIDS, and nuclear ships were detested by the local 

population; and Vieques, Puerto Rico, where a civilian was killed during one of the constant bombing exercises—using 

live ammunition and depleted uranium. Protests continue in Hawaii, where the environmental destruction (to sea as 

well as land and air) and land-hogging activities of military were part of the motivation for the sovereignty movement. 

The Hawaiians also remember that having a base makes one a target. Bases on Guam were enlarged because of the 

Philippine closure; now the Okinawa protests will bring even more unwelcome military there. The anti-drug-and-

terrorism operations and US base in Manta, Ecuador closed in 2009; Ecuadoran President Rafael Correa refused to 

extend the contract. There is a large movement developing to close all US bases in Latin America and the Caribbean, 

although the US is seeking new bases in Colombia.9  

New Policies 

The US, in response to unpopularity, and also in accordance with its plan for a leaner, more flexible military, ready to go 
anywhere to do anything, preferably with robots and drones, now projects: 

MOB: Main operating bases. The large type, with dependents and Dunkin Donuts, etc. 

FOS: Forward operating sites. Places with pre-positioned equipment and used for training, but not necessarily having 
permanently based troops. They can be whipped into action. 

CSL: Cooperative Security location. Without permanent US troops and maintained by private contractors or the host 
nation. (These attract less attention.) 
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Space 

The entire space program damages the 

environment, including resources used, 

launches, space debris, et al. There is also 

the ethical issue in using animals for 

tests, and the health and life threats to 

humans (even if consenting). 

Furthermore, the US claims it will 

militarize space even more, with nukes, 

violating the UN Outer Space Treaty of 

1967, which prohibits nukes or wmd in 

space. 

National Missile Defense—US is still 

working on this. 

 

 

Debris orbiting in space.10 
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The environmental effects of the military are rarely discussed by environmental organizations. The global warming 

people don’t mention it, although the US military is the largest consumer of petroleum. Barry Sanders, in The Green Zone, 

does a good job of describing the environmental costs of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, but I don’t know of a book that 

gives the whole picture. When I taught environmental politics, I found no textbook that had even a small section on 

military toxics, so I created a chapter. I used material from the Military Toxics Project, an organization of military 

families and civilian base workers.  The organization shut down because of no funding. 

In addition to radioactive waste, depleted uranium, and other nuclear contamination there are the rarely discussed 

effects of radar, sonar, and other non-ionizing radiation.11  

Our capacity to wage war depends on the free use of radiation-emitting systems. If you took a microwave meter to a 
modern aircraft carrier or a destroyer and you applied the safety standards suggested by today’s data, you’d have to put 
these ships in mothballs. Of course that’s not going to happen, and the reason the military industrial complex is so strong 
in this area is to make sure that it never happens.12 

 

There is pollution of air, land, and water, and enormous use of resources even when there is no combat.  

“War games” go on throughout the world, using live ammunition. 

 

Wars devastate the environment, and also have long term effects: Agent Orange, cluster bombs, etc. 

Outer space is already militarized and more is threatened. 

Nuclear weapons development and wastes remaining have left areas uninhabitable. 13 

                                 

1 2013 Department of Defense, Base Structure Report  MAP: http://www.eurotrib.com/story/2009/8/23/114055/036 
 
2 Phyllis Bennis, The Nation. March 18, 2013. http://www.thenation.com/blog/173396/way-worse-dumb-war-iraq-ten-years-later#  
 
3 http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/09/12/202006/with-pullout-looming-nato-forces.html 

4 http://www.epa.gov/region1/superfund/sites/otis/296848.pdf MAP--http://www.mmr.org/Cleanup/plumes/lf1/images/lf1_fs1001_map.jpg 

http://www.eurotrib.com/story/2009/8/23/114055/036
http://www.thenation.com/blog/173396/way-worse-dumb-war-iraq-ten-years-later
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/09/12/202006/with-pullout-looming-nato-forces.html
http://www.epa.gov/region1/superfund/sites/otis/296848.pdf
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5 Kozloff, Nikolas, The Coup and the U.S. Airbase in Honduras, 7-22-09, www.counterpunch.org  
Photo: www.globalsecurity.org/.../soto-cano-001.jpg 
 
6Photo: http://www.paradiseinitaly.co.uk/index.php?page=veneto 
“The US Declaration of Independence is a good starting point for formulating one’s own independence from foreign military occupation or 
subjugation. In their struggle against British rule, one of the most common grievances among citizens of the United States at the time was that the 
UK was ‘quartering large bodies of armed troops among us, even in peace-time’. In 1776 the citizens of the US recognised that the permanent 
military presence of a foreign power in peace-time undermined their self-determination, and was an infringement on their right to be master of 
their own faith and their own land. The desire of the people of Vicenza today is no different than the desire expressed 233 years ago in a document 
that until this day is widely regarded as one of the foundations for modern democratic, independent and sovereign societies.” From letter of 
support from International Network for the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases, http://www.no-bases.org/  
http://www.nodalmolin.it/spip.php?article337 

7 Image: http://mikeely.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/diego_garcia_locator_map.jpg Vine, David. Island of Shame: The Secret History of the U.S. 

Military Base on Diego Garcia. 2009  

8Image: www.japanfocus.org/-Gavan-McCormack/3011 

9 Carlsen, Laura. “Hemispheric Conference Says No to Merida Initiative, U.S. Military Bases.” 12-20-08. http://www.corpwatch.org      

Lutz, Catherine, ed. Bases of Empire: The Global Struggle against U.S. Military Posts. 2008.  

10 Image. http://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/photogallery/photogallery.html 

11 http://intellihub.com/2013/04/03/remnants-of-the-manhattan-project-is-leaking-radioactive-waste-in-washington-state/ 

12 Interview with Louis Slesin, editor of Microwave News, 2007.   http://www.instituteforinquiry.org/inquiries/slesin.php 

13 The military’s impact on the environment: A neglected aspect of the sustainable development debate, International Peace Bureau, Geneva, 

August 2002, www.sdissues.net/SDIN/.../Mil-Envir%20JOBURG%20version.doc  Also http://costsofwar.org/article/environmental-costs 

http://www.counterpunch.org/
http://www.no-bases.org/
http://www.nodalmolin.it/spip.php?article337
http://mikeely.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/diego_garcia_locator_map.jpg
http://www.corpwatch.org/
http://intellihub.com/2013/04/03/remnants-of-the-manhattan-project-is-leaking-radioactive-waste-in-washington-state/
http://www.sdissues.net/SDIN/.../Mil-Envir%20JOBURG%20version.doc
http://costsofwar.org/article/environmental-costs

