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VII. CIA, Special Operations Forces, Current Wars 

The face of American-style war-fighting is once again changing.  Forget full-scale invasions 
and large-footprint occupations on the Eurasian mainland; instead, think: special 
operations forces working on their own but also training or fighting beside allied 
militaries (if not outright proxy armies) in hot spots around the world.  And along with 
those special ops advisors, trainers, and commandos expect ever more funds and efforts to 
flow into the militarization of spying and intelligence, the use of drone aircraft, the 
launching of cyber-attacks, and joint Pentagon operations with increasingly militarized 
“civilian” government agencies. 1 
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Operations are vast in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and Africa.  In this 
hemisphere, there are drone missions in Mexico and CIA agents at Mexican military bases  
pursuing  the “drug war.”  Also there are anti-drug operations in Honduras.  Green Berets 
work with Honduran Special Operations forces in anti-smuggling operations. Our Special 
Operations Forces are at work in Guyana, Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Peru, Panama, and our military operates closely with the Colombian army.3  

 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/16/world/americas/16drug.html?pagewanted=all
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Obama says the "war on terror" will last at least another decade or two. The military 
historian Andrew Bacevich has spent years warning that US policy planners have adopted 
an explicit doctrine of "endless war."  Obama officials, despite repeatedly boasting that 
they have delivered permanently crippling blows to al-Qaida, are now. . . openly declaring 
this to be so. Amazingly, there is a very large question even in the Armed Services 
Committee about who the United States is at war against and where, and how those 
determinations are made. Nobody really even knows with whom the US is at war, or 
where.4  
 
Although the term “war on terror” is used by our leaders, we aren’t legally at war.  
We weren’t attacked by Iraq or Afghanistan; these were invasions.5 
 
Drone strikes and other military operations violate international law and our treaty 
obligations—regardless of whether civilians or “suspects” are killed.  Regardless of 
whether anyone is killed. 
 
Anwar al-Awlaki, U.S. citizen, said to encourage terrorists, was killed in Yemen by a drone. 
And two weeks later, for no reason at all that we can imagine and none that has been 
explained, that man's 16-year-old son, a beautiful young man, was killed by a drone 
attack.6  
 

 
 
 
The Yemeni government was willing to aid the US in capturing him, to try him for 
his alleged crimes, but the US preferred assassination. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/05/books/review/Bass-t.html
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2012/04/al-qaeda-shadow-of-former-self/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2013/03/spy-terrorism/
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Although the Obama administration denies any significant death to civilians, the New York 
Times, normally with a very pro-administration bias, has found this to be false.7  
 
Philip Alston, former UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary 
Executions, stated in his report to the UN Human Rights Council in 2010 that the US 
practice of targeted killings "threatens to destroy the prohibition on the use of armed 
force contained in the UN Charter, which is essential to the international rule of law. If 
other states were to claim the broad-based authority that the United States does, to kill 
people anywhere, anytime, the result would be chaos."8 
 
Central Intelligence Agency  
 
The Central Intelligence Agency was 
created by the National Security Act of 
1947, which created institutions 
enabling the president to become the 
leader of the cold war.  There were and 
still are many intelligence agencies in 
our government (plus private 
contractors performing intelligence 
work), but CIA was intended to provide 
a direct line to the president.  
 
The CIA was inspired by the Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS, the clandestine 
operatives of World War II), the private 
Rockefeller intelligence and influence 
network in South America, and the 
overseas operations of the Rockefeller 
Foundation more generally.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Terrorism/Pages/SRTerrorismIndex.aspx
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 In contrast, the NSA is the high-tech intelligence service, within the DOD. 
 
The National Security Agency/Central Security Service provides products and services to 
the Department of Defense, the Intelligence Community, government agencies, industry 
partners, and select allies and coalition partners. In addition, we deliver critical strategic 
and tactical information to war planners and war fighters. 9 
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Mission Statement of CIA:  
“We are the nation’s first line 
of defense. We accomplish 
what others cannot 
accomplish and go where 
others cannot go. We carry 
out our mission by: 

 Collecting information 
that reveals the plans, 
intentions and capabilities of 
our adversaries and provides 
the basis for decision and 
action. 

 Producing timely 
analysis that provides insight, 
warning and opportunity to 
the President and decision 
makers charged with 
protecting and advancing 
America’s interests. 

 Conducting covert 
action at the direction of the 
President to preempt threats 
or achieve US policy 
objectives.”10 

The covert operations of the CIA are both violent (e.g., assassinations, Contra wars) and 
non-violent (e.g., funding foreign political movements and parties), but both kinds violate 
the United Nations Charter. The violent activities also violate the laws of the US and other 
countries. 
 
Early activities were centered in Europe, with the attempt to destroy Communist and 
Socialist parties, movements, and unions.  For example, the CIA funded the Italian 
Christian Democratic Party, as the Communist Party would likely have won national 
elections otherwise.  
 
The Japanese “Liberal Democratic” party, very conservative, was funded for many years by 
the CIA. 
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The sponsorship of culture and all kinds of citizen organizations worldwide is a 
fascinating story (involving atonal music and abstract expressionist art).11  
 
In 1983, the National Endowment for Democracy was created by Congress to do overtly 
what the CIA had done covertly.  For example, it funds overthrow movements in Cuba and 
Venezuela.  
 
Little was known about the CIA until the “Church Committee” report of 1975.12  
 
This reported on assassinations, overthrows, opening of US citizen mail, disruption of legal 
US organizations (by the FBI) and other illegal and immoral activities.  Often locals or 
private contractors carried out the assassinations; today this is a project of the Special 
Operations Forces and CIA-DOD drone warfare personnel (some are contractors).13 
 
Some of the more notable overthrows: 
Iran 1953 
Guatemala 1954 
Indonesia 1965, Overthrow of Sukarno, and massacre of a million CP 
Ghana 1966 overthrow of Nkrumah 
Greece 1967  
Chile 1973 Allende  
Nicaragua 1979-1990 
Afghanistan Late 1970s-The longest and costliest CIA operation. 
Grenada 1983 
Bulgaria 1990-91 
Mongolia 1996 
 
Cuba—they are still trying (1961 Bay of Pigs) Assassination attempts, financing of 
dissidents, biological warfare.14 
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The comic book gem GRENADA: Rescued from Rape and Slavery was produced by the CIA 
and air-dropped over the island nation after the 1983 US-led invasion. 15 

The CIA “trained hundreds of thousands of foreign military and police officers in 25 
nations by the early 1960s. It helped create the secret police of Cambodia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Iran, Iraq, Laos, Peru, the Philippines, South Korea, South 
Vietnam, and Thailand.”16   

Vietnam was a CIA war from 1954 to 1964 when the Marines arrived.17 
 
The “Tonkin Gulf incident” of August 1964 was a false story.  We attacked first, and the 2nd 
incident didn’t happen at all.  Congress, mislead by the CIA, authorized overt war, and LBJ 
ordered bombing including napalm. 
 

http://www.ep.tc/grenada/
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In 1965, the CIA created fake North Vietnam ships loaded with communist military 
supplies; they were then sunk by US. It also created a fake North Vietnamese postage 
stamp illustrating a Vietnamese shooting down a US helicopter.  
 
William Colby, later head of CIA, was the director of the Phoenix program, which included  
torture and murder of Vietnamese, from 1968-71.  He had also been the director of the 
Italian election operation in the 1940s. 

 

Evaluations of the CIA: 1.  It hasn’t produced good intelligence; because of incompetence 
and the requirement (from Presidents, et al) that it produce information to justify policy.18  

It failed to anticipate the Soviet A-bomb, the missiles in Cuba, the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, and many other important events, while it produced false reports on many 
occasions, most notably about WMD in Iraq.   
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2. Covert actions are considered by many to be immoral, illegal, and unconstitutional. In 
recent years the CIA has been involved with torture, rendition, assassination, and drone 
warfare. 

 In addition, from a practical viewpoint, many operations failed (e.g, Cuba), and those 
considered by some to “succeed” (Greece, Iran, Chile) “left a legacy of anti-Americanism.”19   

 
Yet, according to military historian Fletcher Prouty, “one world under the control of 
business” came about with the help of CIA covert operations.20   
 
The CIA, along with NATO, State Department foreign military training, bases, and DOD 
operations, has given the United States power over the internal affairs of many countries, 
One consequence has been the removal of political control over the armed forces in other 
nations.21  I would say we have created many banana republics, even among those nations 
considered the most democratic. 
 
The greatest “success”  is that just as the Department of Defense has overwhelmed the 
State Department in defining our foreign policy—I think it should be determined by the 
Legislative Branch—the CIA has penetrated the DOD.  Our relation to the world is not 
along the lines of traditional diplomacy, international law, respect for all nations and the 
treaties we have signed.  It is also not according to traditional military engagement, e.g., 
you attack us; we attack you—openly, and we follow the Geneva Conventions (1949) that 
limit warfare. There are many in the military who think that is the honorable code.   
 
Special Operations Forces 
This is part of the “new face” of our military.  Formed in 1987, the US Special Operations 
Command is now headed by Admiral William McRaven.  They claim to operate in 120 
countries; this year they were in at least 92 nations.22 
They work with the CIA; both are involved in civilian and military warfare.  
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SOF include Army Green Berets, Rangers, Special Operations Aviation, psychological 
operations and civil affairs units; Navy Sea-Air-Land forces (SEALs) and special boat units; 
and Air Force special operations squadrons. 

Special operations activities include: 

 Direct action;  
 Strategic reconnaissance;  
 Unconventional warfare;  
 Foreign internal defense;  
 Civil affairs;  
 Psychological operations; 23 
 Counterterrorism;  
 Humanitarian assistance;  
 Theater search and rescue; and   
 Such other activities as may be specified by the President or the Secretary of 

Defense 
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Assassination is one of their specialties. They operate secret prisons for interrogation. 
They have a vast arsenal of high tech military equipment, including armed drones. 
 
They train with foreign forces. For example, in the Philippines, JSOTF-P engages in medical 
and dental aid, rehabilitating school buildings, and combat against Abu Sayyaf, Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front, and New People’s Army, the latter a communist movement 
evolved from groups resisting foreign occupation since 1898. Peasant leaders, human 
rights activists, journalists were killed by death squads. 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Philippines—Special forces training with ours25 
 
SOCOM represents something new in the military.  Whereas the late scholar of militarism 
Chalmers Johnson used to refer to the CIA as "the president's private army," today JSOC 
performs that role, acting as the chief executive’s private assassination squad, and its 
parent, SOCOM, functions as a new Pentagon power-elite, a secret military within the 
military possessing domestic power and global reach.26 
 
Another development is the greatly expanded role of the military in civilian activities: law 
enforcement, humanitarian projects, and overseas economic aid.  
Since 1998, the Department of Defense (DoD) share of U.S. official development assistance 
(ODA) has increased from 3.5 percent to 22 percent. During that time, the DoD  
has dramatically expanded its relief, development and reconstruction assistance. 27 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/a/abu_sayyaf/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/m/moro_islamic_liberation_front/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/m/moro_islamic_liberation_front/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/174824/%20chalmers_johnson_agency_of_rogue
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