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VIII.  Evaluation and Resistance  

Summary 

We are studying an enormous and powerful institution. 

In our country, the military has great economic importance—every Congressional district 

has contractors, National Guard units, and/or bases.  All members of Congress are aware 

of this; one reason the MIC has great political power.  It is also well connected to the 

President and executive branch of the federal government, and state and local 

governments.  The Courts rarely deal with military matters. 

The military perspective is also deep in our culture: newspapers, TV, Hollywood, video 

games, football game shows, etc.  Schools welcome military presentations and recruiters; 

JROTC, while it might not create many enlistees, influences the participants and the host 

schools.  Colleges and universities have considerable income from contracts and many are 

military training sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P
ag

e2
 

Through philanthropy, the revolving door, and interlocking directorships, military 

personnel and contractors are connected to “think tanks,” and our major civil rights, arts, 

charitable, and other citizen organizations.1 

Over 4,000 bases in this country have not only economic and political impact, but also 

environmental—war games, overflights, bombing ranges, toxic wastes, etc.  In addition, 

emissions from weapons production, even from the Manhattan Project, are still polluting 

air, soil and water.2   

 

 

                                 Manhattan Project sites:  creating the atom bomb 

 

 

The Tennessee Valley Authority, a government corporation, has a major role in the 

production of electricity for nuclear weapons production.  Our “peaceful” atom, the 

nuclear power plant, is an offshoot of the military.3  
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Worldwide, the US military has great power because of military training, bases, NATO, 

joint exercises, arms sales, and the threat posed by our enormous arsenal.  For example, 

many of those we have trained in over 200 institutions, here and abroad, have risen to the 

top in both military and civilian positions in their countries.4  The European Union is 

closely aligned with both NATO and the European military industrial complex. 

And that is all without the wars and special operations.  These, estimated to be endless, 

add a dynamic element to the picture. 

There are the drone killings.  Signature strikes posit that all military-aged males are 

“terrorists” and thus legitimate targets, so our government says no civilians are killed. 

The assassination policy is claimed to be valid all over the world, not only against Al 

Qaeda. 

This type of warfare is a response to criticism of the capture, torture, rendition, and 

confinement without legal process, such as at the Guantanamo base. 

Environmental and health consequences are multiplied with military action. Napalm was 

used in Greece (1947); the effects of Agent Orange, mines, and cluster bombs persist. At 

least since the Yugoslav wars, depleted uranium has been used on all weapons, with 

effects on our troops as well as the civilian population.5 

Our troops face death in action, devastating injuries, and severe mental disorders.  There 

are far more deaths from suicide among those who return than from military action; the 

homicide rate is also high. 

According to international law, which includes our treaty commitments, all these wars are 

illegal.  So too are our death squads6, assassination, invasions, and all aggression against 

foreign countries. 

Evaluation:  How do you evaluate?  It depends on your values. 

If you value security, peace, respect for all nations and peoples, health and environmental 

protection, you need to try to figure out how the MIC contributes or otherwise to these 

goals. 

Some people would say those are sissy values, and the important goals are sacrifice for 

one’s country, attaining world power, and dominating other nations “to further our 

interests,”  and also because we are the best, most civilized, and the only hope for 

preserving civilization.  That is what we have heard from our leaders and foreign policy 

advisors since World War II. 
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Relevant to both views is the question of whether our military institutions and activities 

provide security and/or ensure the continuation of our power.  These are big questions, 

and can’t be answered definitively.  They are not asked very often.  Here is some input on 

these questions: 

 Admiral Dennis Blair, the former director of National Intelligence “ While drone attacks 
did help reduce the Qaeda leadership in Pakistan,” he wrote, “they also increased hatred of 
America.” He said the drone has also damaged “our ability to work with Pakistan [in] 
eliminating Taliban sanctuaries, encouraging Indian-Pakistani dialogue, and making 
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal more secure.”7 

Council On Foreign Relations There appears to be a strong correlation in Yemen 
between increased targeted killings since December 2009 and heightened anger toward 
the United States and sympathy with or allegiance to AQAP ... One former senior military 
official closely involved in U.S. targeted killings argued that `drone strikes are just a signal 
of arrogance that will boomerang against America' ... A world characterized by the 
proliferation of armed drones ... would undermine core U.S. interests, such as preventing 
armed conflict, promoting human rights, and strengthening international legal regimes." 
Because of drones' inherent advantages over other weapons platforms, states and 
nonstate actors would be much more likely to use lethal force against the United States 
and its allies.8 

Director of National Intelligence’s National Intelligence Estimate The final report 
concluded that Iraq had become a '"cause célèbre" for jihadists, breeding a deep 
resentment of U.S. involvement in the Muslim world and cultivating supporters for the 
global jihadist movement.' ...  The report predicted that an increasingly decentralized 
global jihad movement would splinter even further, with regional militant groups 
proliferating.9 

Michael Hayden, Former CIA Director Former CIA Director Michael Hayden has openly 
criticized the Obama’s administration use of pilot-less drones to assassinate suspected 
militants around the world. Hayden said, "Right now, there isn’t a government on the 
planet that agrees with our legal rationale for these operations, except for Afghanistan and 
maybe Israel." The drone program began under President George W. Bush but has rapidly 
expanded under Obama. So far, the Obama administration has carried out drone strikes in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, Ethiopia and Libya. Hayden also criticized the U.S. 
assassination of the U.S. born cleric Anwar al-Awlaki in Yemen. Hayden said, "We needed a 
court order to eavesdrop on him, but we didn’t need a court order to kill him. Isn’t that 
something?10 
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Resistance  

1. Former drone operator Brandon Bryant tells NBC's Richard Engel that he felt like he 
became a "heartless" "sociopath" under the drone program. 
http://openchannel.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/06/06/18787450-former-drone-
operator-says-hes-haunted-by-his-part-in-more-than-1600-deaths 

2. There are anti-drone movements in the US.11 

3. The Campaign to Stop Killer Robots is a global coalition comprised of 44 non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) in 21 countries (as of 11 October 2013)12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Unlike the situation during the Vietnam War, religious leaders are mostly very silent 

these days.  Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech “Beyond Vietnam” is still relevant.13 

 

 

 

 

 

http://openchannel.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/06/06/18787450-former-drone-operator-says-hes-haunted-by-his-part-in-more-than-1600-deaths
http://openchannel.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/06/06/18787450-former-drone-operator-says-hes-haunted-by-his-part-in-more-than-1600-deaths
http://www.stopkillerrobots.org/coalition/
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5. School of the Americas Watch 

 

 
Since 1990, people have gathered each November at the gates of Ft. Benning - home of the 
SOA - on the anniversary of the 1989 massacre of 14-year-old Celina Ramos, her mother 
Elba and six Jesuit priests in El Salvador. Nineteen of the 26 Salvadoran army officers 
responsible for this atrocity were trained at the SOA. In November, we commemorate all 
those who have died at the hands of SOA-trained soldiers -- as well as to celebrate the 
resistance and to take action to end this training and the racism, repression and failed 
policy it represents.14 
 
 
The November Vigil has evolved into one of the largest annual anti-militarization 
gatherings in the hemisphere, with concerts, workshops, strategy sessions, protests, street 
theater and nonviolent direct action. 

They are concerned about a new military base in Chile, imprisonment in the war on drugs 
in the US, drone strikes in Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and elsewhere, treatment of 
immigrants and other issues.  
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6. PVT Manning is the 25-year-old Army intelligence analyst 
who released the Collateral Murder video that exposed the 
killing of unarmed civilians and two Reuters journalists, by a 
US Apache helicopter crew in Iraq. Manning also shared 
documents, known as the Afghan War Diary, the Iraq War 
Logs, and series of embarrassing US diplomatic cables. . . . 
These documents were published by the anti-secrecy 
website WikiLeaks, and they have illuminated such issues as 
the true number and cause of civilian casualties in Iraq, 
along with a number of human rights abuses by U.S.-funded 
contractors and foreign militaries, and the role that spying 
and bribes play in international diplomacy15. 

There is a support network for Manning, now Chelsea, who, 
after 3 years of confinement, was convicted under the 
Espionage Act and sentenced to 35 years in prison. 
 
7. Peace Action  
The NH chapter is one of the most active ones. I have found inspiring the several elderly 
members who have engaged in civil disobedience at the military factories in NH.16 
 
8. Veterans for Peace 
 

 
             17 
9. Roots Action, an online organization.  It helped to organize the massive contacting of 
representatives urging non-violent solutions to the situation in Syria.18 
 
10. Cindy Sheehan, who son was killed in Iraq, has organized protest and includes diverse 
interviews relevant to the issue on her web site. 19 
11.

              20  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/04/05/wikileaks-exposes-video-o_n_525569.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghan_War_documents_leak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War_documents_leak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War_documents_leak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_diplomatic_cables_leak
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12. Act Now to Stop War and Racism21 
 
13. 

22 

 

 

            

14. American Friends Service Committee23 
 
15. United for Peace and Justice 
 

24 
 
 
 

      

http://www.ivaw.org/
http://www.ivaw.org/wintersoldier
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16. Peaceable Assembly Campaign to Demand Alternatives to U.S. Militarism 25
 

17. Courage to Resist  

       

 

In February, 2014, Under the Hood Café and Outreach Center in Killeen, Texas will be five years old.  Under 

the Hood is a GI coffeehouse founded in the spirit of GI coffeehouses of the Vietnam era.
26

   

18. Code Pink27 

 

 

http://vcnv.org/pac
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There are many international ones: 

19. Stop NATO.   This is now a newsletter.  Story of Nov. 18, 2013: 

“Interview: Libya In Anarchy As US-NATO Terrorists Reign”28 

20. War Resisters International29  

International Network for the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases 

 I haven’t been able to find this organization, but: 

21. Prensa Latina Monday 11th November, 2013 

Cuba will host the 3rd International Seminar on Peace and the Abolition of Foreign 
Military Bases, which will take place in the eastern city of Guantanamo Nov. 18-20, 
according to a national TV news report today. The event, which is expected to draw 
hundreds of participants, will be a new sign of support for Cuba, which demands the 
return of its territory in Guantanamo that has been occupied by the United States for more 
than a century. The Guantanamo military base is the only U.S. government base in a 
country with which it does not hold diplomatic relations.30 

http://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/2013/11/18/interview-libya-in-anarchy-as-us-nato-terrorists-reign/
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1 Joan Roelofs, “Military Contractor Philanthropy: Why Some Stay Silent,” Counterpunch (January 25, 2006). 

http://www.counterpunch.org/roelofs01252006.html        

Also, I was interviewed on Iranian TV last year: “Prof: Philanthropic foundations back US Foreign Policy,” Brief 

interview on (Iranian) Press TV, April 24, 2012.  http://www.presstv.ir/usdetail/237902.html 

2  

Status of World Nuclear Forces 2013* 

 Country 

Operatio

nal 

Strategic 

Operation

al 

Nonstrate

gic 

Reserve/ 

Nondeploy

ed  

Militar

y 

Stockpi

le 

Total 

Invento

ry 

 Russia  1,800a 0b  2,700c 4,500  8,500d 

 United States  1,950e 200f  2,500g 4,650 7,700h 

 France  290 n.a. ?i 300 300 

 China  0j ?j 180 250 250j 

 United Kingdom 160k n.a. 65 225 225k 

 Israel  0 n.a. 80 80 80l 

 Pakistan 
 0 n.a. 100-120 100-

120 

100-

120m 

 India  0 n.a. 90-110 90-110 90-110n 

 North Korea  0 n.a. <10 <10 <10o 

Total:p 
 ~4,200 ~200 ~5,800 ~10,20

0 

 ~17,30

0 
 
 

 http://www.fas.org/programs/ssp/nukes/nuclearweapons/nu
kestatus.html  

     

http://www.counterpunch.org/roelofs01252006.html
http://www.presstv.ir/usdetail/237902.html
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* All numbers are approximate estimates and further described in the Nuclear Notebook in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, and 
the nuclear appendix in the SIPRI Yearbook. See also status and 10-year projection of U.S. and Russian forces. Additional reports 
are published on the FAS Strategic Security Blog. Unlike those publications, this table is updated continuously as new information 
becomes available. Current update: 2013. 
 a This number is higher than the aggregate data under the New START treaty because this table also counts bomber weapons at 
bomber bases as deployed. Detailed overview of Russian forces is here. 
 b All are declared to be in central storage. Several thousand retired non-strategic warheads are awaiting dismantlement. 
 c Includes all non-strategic warheads, strategic warheads assigned to delivery systems in overhaul, and most bomber weapons. 
 d

 In addition to the 4,500 in the military stockpile, 4,000 retired warheads are estimated to be awaiting dismantlement. Details are 
scarce, but we estimate that Russia is dismantling approximately 1,000 retired warheads per year. 
 e This number is higher than the aggregate data released under the New START data because this table also counts bomber 
weapons on bomber bases as deployed. See here for analysis of aggregate data. 
 f Some 160-200 B61 bombs are deployed in Europe at six bases in five countries (Belgiium, Germany, Italy, Netherlands and 
Turkey). For details, see here and here. 
 g Non-deployed reserve includes an estimated 2,200 strategic and 300 non-strategic warheads in central storage. Some 260 
nonstrategic W80-0 warheads for the Tomahawk land-attack cruise missile (TLAM/N) have been retired. 
 h In addition to the nearly 4,650 warheads in the military stockpile, approximately 3,000 retired warheads are awaiting 
dismantlement. In addition, more than 15,000 plutonium cores (pits) and some 5,000 Canned Assemblies (secondaries) from 
dismantled warheads are in storage at the Pantex Plant in Texas and Y-12 plant in Tennessee. For detailed overview of U.S. forces, 
see here. 
 i France has stated that it has no reserve, but it probably has a small inventory of spare warheads. For an update of the French 
nuclear posture, see this article. 
 j China is thought to have "several hundred warheads," far less than the 1,600-3,000 that have been suggested by some. None of 
the warheads are thought to be fully deployed but kept in storage under central control. The exstence of a Chinese non-strategic 
nuclear arsenal is uncertain. The Chinese arsenal is increasing with production of new warheads for DF-31/31A and JL-2 missiles. 
Detailed overview of Chinese forces is here. 
 k Of these "operationally available" warheads, “up to 48 warheads” are on patrol at any given time. The number of "operational 
missiles" on each sub will be reduced to "no more than eight" with 40 warheads in the next few years. By the mid-2020s, the 
stockpile will be reduced to "not more than 180." Detailed overview of British forces is here. 
 l Although Israel has produced enough plutonium for 100-200 warheads, the number of delivery platforms and estimates made by 
the U.S. intelligence community suggest that the stockpile might include approximately 80 warheads. Detailed overview of Israeli 
forces is here. 
 m The U.S. intelligence community estimates that Pakistan has produced 90-110 warheads. None of these are thought to be 
deployed but kept in central storage, most in the southern parts of the country. More warheads are in production. Detailed 
overview here. 
 n Indian nuclear warheads are not deployed but in central storage. More warheads are in production. Detailed overview of Indian 
forces is here. 
 o Despite two North Korean nuclear tests, there is no publicly available evidence that North Korea has operationalized its nuclear 
weapons capability. A 2009 world survey by the U.S. Air Force National Air and Space Intelligence Center (NASIC) does not credit 
any of North Korea's ballistic missiles with nuclear capability. 
 p Numbers may not add up due to rounding and uncertainty about the operational status of the four lesser nuclear weapons states 
and the uncertainty about the size of the total inventories of three of the five initial nuclear powers. 

 
3 The development of commercial nuclear power in the United States began as an offshoot of the military 
nuclear weapons program and became a convenient means of attracting public attention away from that 
program (and, not incidentally, of employing vast number of scientists, engineers and technicians left over 
from the weapons program). 
Lorna Salzman “Nuclear Power: The Driving Force Behind Nuclear Weapons,” 
http://www.lornasalzman.com/collectedwritings/NuclearPower.html 
 

http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/collection/nuclearnotebook
http://www.sipri.org/contents/publications/yearbooks.html
http://www.fas.org/programs/ssp/nukes/publications1/TrimmingNuclearExcess.pdf
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/category/hans_kristensen
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/69/3/71.full.pdf+html
http://blogs.fas.org/security/2013/04/newstartdata13/
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/67/1/64.full.pdf+html
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/68/5/96
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/69/2/77.full.pdf+html
http://www.fas.org/programs/ssp/nukes/publications1/Article2012_France.pdf
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2012/08/china-nukes.php
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/67/6/81
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/67/5/89
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/58/5/73.full.pdf+html
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/58/5/73.full.pdf+html
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/67/4/91
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/67/4/91
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/68/4/96
http://bos.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/68/4/96
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2009/06/nasic09.php
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4 Institutions include the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., the John F. Kennedy 
Special Warfare Center and School at Fort Bragg, N.C., and the intelligence school at Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; 
University of Kentucky, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Norwich College, et al. 

5 Although Iraqi civilians have born the brunt of this awful weapon, American soldiers that served in the Gulf 
and Iraq War are also suffering from the fallout of depleted uranium. This issue is discussed in-depth by the 
Campaign Against Depleted Uranium, which campaigns to "ban on the use of uranium in all conventional 
weapons and weapon systems and for monitoring, health care, compensation and environmental remediation 
for communities affected by their use." 
Craig Considine, “U.S. Depleted Uranium as Malicious as Syrian Chemical Weapons.” 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/craig-considine/us-depleted-uranium-as-ma_b_3812888.html 

6 Death Squads, organized by the CIA and Special Operations Forces, have been notorious in Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras, the Philippines; they have been more recently operating in Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria. 

In 1963, the U.S. government sent 10 Special Forces personnel to El Salvador to help General Jose Alberto 
Medrano set up the Organizacion Democratica Nacionalista (ORDEN)-the first paramilitary death squad in that 
country. These Green Berets assisted in the organization and indoctrination of rural "civic" squads which 
gathered intelligence and carried out political assassinations in coordination with the Salvadoran military. 

Now, there is compelling evidence to show that for over 30 years, members of the U.S. military and the CIA 
have helped organize, train, and fund death squad activity in El Salvador. David Kirsch, “Death Squads in El 
Salvador: A Pattern of U.S. Complicity,” Covert Action Quarterly, Summer 1990 
http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/US_ThirdWorld/deathsquads_ElSal.html 

7 "Hero Worship Hides The Military Failures Of The CIA Director's 'Global Killing Machine'", by Fred 
Branfman, Salon, October 3, 2011 
 
8  "Reforming U.S. Drone Strike Policies," January 2013, Micah Zenko, Council on Foreign Relations 

9 Mark Mazetti, The Way of the Knife: The CIA, a Secret Army and a War at the Ends of the Earth, 2013  (This 
book is online). 
 
10 ”Former CIA Director Hayden Slams Obama Drone Program”, Democracy Now, February 7, 2012  

 Notes 4-7 and many more top level opinions refer to quotes from David Swanson, “Even the Warriors Say the 

Wars Make Us Less Safe,” June 2013. http://warisacrime.org/lesssafe 

11 [T]he US anti-drone movement has often made headline news in Europe, with reports on actions at US 

drone bases and delegations of US and UK anti-drone activists to Pakistan and Yemen; a lawsuit brought by 

relatives of three US citizens killed by US drone strikes in Yemen; the Stanford/NYU report "Living Under 

Drones"; a thirteen-hour filibuster by US Senator Paul Rand; and widely publicized disruptions of the Senate 

confirmation hearing of CIA Director John Brennan and of a speech by President Obama by members and allies 

of CODEPINK Women for Peace. (It is beyond the scope of this article to describe the US anti-drone movement 

in detail, but interested readers may want to consult US Internet resources such as Drones Watch and No 

http://usacac.army.mil/cac2/CGSC/
http://www.soc.mil/swcS/
http://www.soc.mil/swcS/
http://huachuca-www.army.mil/
http://www.cadu.org.uk/
http://warisacrime.org/lesssafe
http://www.livingunderdrones.org/
http://www.livingunderdrones.org/
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/8/codepink_repeatedly_disrupts_brennan_hearing_calling
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/2/8/codepink_repeatedly_disrupts_brennan_hearing_calling
http://www.codepink4peace.org/
http://www.codepink4peace.org/
http://droneswatch.org/
http://nodronesnetwork.blogspot.com/
http://www.rosalux.de/publication/39564/war-on-demand-1.html
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Drones Network; a good overview can be found in CODEPINK co-founder Medea Benjamin's article, "War on 

Demand" as well as her 2012 book Drone Warfare.) Elsa Rassbach http://truth-out.org/news/item/19904-

how-europeans-are-opposing-drone-and-robot-warfare-an-overview-of-the-anti-drone-movement-in-europe 

12 http://www.stopkillerrobots.org/coalition/ 

13text: http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/45a/058.html Video: (google) King Beyond Vietnam Youtube 

 
14 soaw.org         List of videos: 
http://www.soaw.org/presente/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=7&Itemid=81 
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=school+of+the+americas+watch&search_type=&aq=f 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hMOM7jrKoQ&feature=related 

15 http://www.bradleymanning.org/ 

16 www.nhpeaceaction.org/ 
 
17 http://www.veteransforpeace.org/ 

18 rootsaction.org/ 

19 http://cindysheehanssoapbox.blogspot.com/ 
 
20 http://uslaboragainstwar.org/index.php 
 
21 http://www.answercoalition.org/ 

22 www.ivaw.org  Lazare, Sarah. “Inside G.I. Resistance,” 8-5-09 www.Counterpunch.org 

23 afsc.org 

24 http://www.unitedforpeace.org/#0 

25 http://vcnv.org/pac/ 

26 http://www.couragetoresist.org/ 

27 http://www.codepinkalert.org/ 

28 http://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/ 

29 http://www.wri-irg.org/ 

30http://www.caribbeanherald.com/index.php/sid/218329647/scat/e5abd99746ab67f4#sthash.dVErS0OB.dp
uf 

http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2013-05-23/politics/39467399_1_war-and-peace-cold-war-civil-war
http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2013-05-23/politics/39467399_1_war-and-peace-cold-war-civil-war
http://truth-out.org/news/item/19904-how-europeans-are-opposing-drone-and-robot-warfare-an-overview-of-the-anti-drone-movement-in-europe
http://truth-out.org/news/item/19904-how-europeans-are-opposing-drone-and-robot-warfare-an-overview-of-the-anti-drone-movement-in-europe
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/45a/058.html
http://www.soaw.org/presente/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=7&Itemid=81
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=school+of+the+americas+watch&search_type=&aq=f
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hMOM7jrKoQ&feature=related
http://uslaboragainstwar.org/index.php
http://www.ivaw.org/
http://www.counterpunch.org/
http://www.wri-irg.org/
http://www.caribbeanherald.com/index.php/sid/218329647/scat/e5abd99746ab67f4#sthash.dVErS0OB.dpuf
http://www.caribbeanherald.com/index.php/sid/218329647/scat/e5abd99746ab67f4#sthash.dVErS0OB.dpuf

