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I. Military-Industrial Complex.  Introduction. 
 
 "Political Observations" James Madison, 1795  

“Of all the enemies of true liberty, war is, perhaps, the 
most to be dreaded, because it comprises and 
develops the germ of every other. 

War is the parent of armies; from these proceed 
debts and taxes; and armies and debts and taxes are 
the known instruments for bringing the many under 
the domination of the few. 

In war, too, the discretionary power of the Executive 
is extended; its influence in dealing out offices, 
honors and emoluments is multiplied; and all the 

means of seducing the minds, are added to those of subduing the force, of the people. 

The same malignant aspect in republicanism may be traced in the inequality of fortunes, 
and the opportunities of fraud, growing out of a state of war, and in the degeneracy of 
manner and of morals, engendered in both. 

No nation can preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.”1 

Madison signed the declaration of war against Britain: War of 1812 and saw the 
continuation of the American Indian Wars in Tecumseh's War, the Creek War, and the 
First Seminole War.2 

SOME POLICIES:  Note Article VI of Our Constitution: all Treaties made, or which shall 
be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land 
 
Kellogg-Briand Pact 1928  
A Treaty between the United States and other Powers providing for the renunciation of 
war as an instrument of national policy.  It is still part of our law, but it was not enforced.3  
 
Charter of the United Nations 1945,  Article 2, Sec. 4 
 
All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.4 
 
Despite our enthusiastic signing of the UN Charter: 
 

http://www.reclaimdemocracy.org/civil_rights/orange_alert_oped.html
http://www.reclaimdemocracy.org/civil_rights/orange_alert_oped.html
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/american-indian-wars/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/indian-wars/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/tecumseh-s-war/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/tecumseh-s-war/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/definition/creek-war/
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“Truman Doctrine” 1947 
The US will intervene in any way, including militarily, in any place where Communism is 
threatened, either by “outside pressures” or domestic insurgents.   
 
The context was the civil war in Greece; Truman was requesting economic and military 
intervention, which then occurred, along with covert operations. Napalm was used against 
the Greek Communists. The doctrine was extended even to cases where elections might 
result in communist governments.5 
 
NSC-68 1950 
This document was a blueprint for the cold war, proposing a massive military buildup to 
“rollback” communism where it existed and to prevent any more nations from adopting 
communist governments. All means were implied, including covert action, military 
intervention, and pre-emptive nuclear war. 6    
 
 song       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97trw1rrls4                                    
 
Eisenhower's Farewell Address to the Nation 1961 
"This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is new 
in the American experience. The total influence – economic, political, even spiritual – is felt 
in every city, every Statehouse, every office of the Federal government. We recognize the 
imperative need for this development. Yet we must not fail to comprehend its grave 
implications. Our toil, resources and livelihood are all involved; so is the very structure of 
our society. In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of 
unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. 
The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists, and will persist."7  

Now there is a threat not only to our society, but societies everywhere and human 
civilization itself.  The Global War on Terror, announced by Pres. G. Bush in 2001, assumes 
no limits on intervention anywhere and in any form. 

Current Strategy 
Long-term strategic competitions with China and Russia are the principal priorities for the 
[Defense] Department, and require both increased and sustained investment, because of 
the magnitude of the threats they pose to U.S. security and prosperity today, and the 
potential for those threats to increase in the future. Concurrently, the Department will 
sustain its efforts to deter and counter rogue regimes such as North Korea and Iran, defeat 
terrorist threats to the United States, and consolidate our gains in Iraq and Afghanistan 
while moving to a more resource-sustainable approach. 
 
A more lethal, resilient, and rapidly innovating Joint Force, combined with a robust 
constellation of allies and partners, will sustain American influence and ensure favorable 
balances of power that safeguard the free and open international order.8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97trw1rrls4
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A more lethal force includes nuclear, space and cyberspace, and artificial intelligence.9 
 
Unconventional Warfare 
The top brass of the Department of Defense (DoD) Special Operations Command see the 
wave of the present and the future in unconventional warfare, which they call “The Gray 
Zone.” 
 
The Gray Zone is characterized by intense political, economic, informational, and military 
competition more fervent in nature than normal steady-state diplomacy, yet short of 
conventional war. . . . small-footprint, low-visibility operations often of a covert or 
clandestine nature. . . 
 
It includes: Political warfare is a population-centric engagement that seeks to influence, to 
persuade, even to co-opt. One of its staunchest proponents, George Kennan, described it as 
“the employment of all the means at a nation’s command, short of war, to achieve its 
national objectives,” including overt measures such as white propaganda, political 
alliances, and economic programs, to “such covert operations as clandestine support of 
‘friendly’ foreign elements, ‘black’ psychological warfare, and even encouragement of 
underground resistance in hostile states.”10 
 
[Unconventional Warfare] UW can be used as a regime change mechanism, enabling an 
indigenous resistance or insurgent group to overthrow the existing government. . .  
 
or the opposite: 
 
Foreign internal defense (FID) operations are conducted to support a friendly  
foreign government in its efforts to defeat an internal threat. 
 
In our era, unconventional warfare is more likely to take the form of a civil resistance 
movement, perhaps manipulated by foreign powers, that seeks to provoke a violent 
government response in order to destroy that government’s legitimacy in the eyes of the  
international community.11 
 
They claim that we have been doing this all along, especially in the successes of the Cold 
War. They don’t deny the use of violent methods, and all the big expensive weapons, 
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including drones with strike capability.

 
 
The US Constitution provides for Congress: To declare War,  and To raise and support 
Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two 
Years.  The War Powers Act of 1973 is supposed to limit the President’s power to make 
war. 
 
US Military Personnel 
Department of Defense has 2.87 million people. 2.15 Million Service Members and 
732,079 Civilians. It operates in more than more than 160 countries, and claims 4,800 
Defense Sites.12  A recent estimate is that about 200,000 operate overseas.13 
 
Many departments and agencies of the government are partners with the DoD. Homeland 
Security, Veterans Affairs, Interior, Energy, NASA, USAID, even Agriculture.14  The Central 
Intelligence Agency, among other duties, targets drones for assassinations, often with the 
help of private contractors. The State Department oversees weapons sales and foreign 
military training. Some have suggested that “The Pentagon has all but eclipsed the State 
Department in setting US foreign policy.”15 
 
Special Operations Forces  (Rangers, Seals, Snipers, Green Berets, Delta Force et al)  
U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) has about 70,000 Active Duty, National 
Guard, and reserve personnel from all four services and Department of Defense  
civilians.16  The National Guard also serves overseas, with SOF and other units. 
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Today, American warfare is increasingly typified by a reliance on Special Operations 
Forces, private contractors, local proxies working with and for the military and CIA, and 
air power. These low-visibility forces make greater secrecy and less accountability.17   
 
SOF engage in: high-profile assassinations, low-level targeted killings, capture/kidnap 
operations, kick-down-the-door night raids, joint operations with foreign forces, and 
training missions with indigenous partners.18 and, among other operations, 
Counterinsurgency 
Counterterrorism 
Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Direct Action 
Foreign Humanitarian Assistance 
Military Information Support Operations 
Security Force Assistance 
Special Reconnaissance 
Unconventional Warfare19 
 
           

In Iraq and Afghanistan, Female 
Engagement Teams (FETs)  and 
Cultural Support Teams (CSTs) have 
a mission to develop trust-based 
relationships with the  local women, 
and extract information.20 
 
 
Women of the SOF  21 
 
 
 
 

http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/osama-bin-laden-killed/story?id=13505703
http://www.nationinstitute.org/featuredwork/fellows/2283/the_cia%27s_secret_sites_in_somalia/?page=entire
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/07/floating-gitmo/#more-50999
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/07/floating-gitmo/#more-50999
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/24/us-afghanistan-raids-idUSTRE71N15U20110224
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2011/06/28/world/middleeast/20110629-IRAQ-7.html
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The [latest I could find] map of SOF units above displays the locations of 132 of those 
countries; 129 locations (blue) were supplied by U.S. Special Operations Command; 3 
locations (red) -- Syria, Yemen and Somalia -- were derived from open-source information.22  
 
Contractors    
There are about 3 contract personnel to 1 US military.  What do they do? Food, 
transportation, base construction and maintenance, armed security for truck convoys, 
guards (armed and shoot if attacked), intelligence analysis, recruiting foreign armies, 
drone pilots.23 In the Middle East (mainly Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria) there are about 
50,000, and among their other functions, they train the Afghan forces.24  
 
In Afghanistan and elsewhere, many of the contract workers are third country nationals; 
Filipinos are the most appreciated workers. The pay and benefits are good, but there are 
more fatalities for them than for the troops.25 Edward Snowden worked for National 
Security Agency contractor Booz Allen Hamilton, analyzing data gathered from telephone 
and internet information. An Australian corporation, Cubic Global Defense provided 
planning, execution and field training support for Talisman Sabre 2017, war games for 
Australian and U.S. troops.26 

The integration of the civilian and military spheres of life in the US and throughout the 
world is at the heart of this story. 

http://www.defence.gov.au/Exercises/TS17/
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