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5.  Weapons 
”Armed Robots Fight Alongside Soldiers at National Guard Exercise”1 

 
 
BAE Systems is reintroducing an unmanned combat vehicle prototype as the Army 
pursues “robotic wingman” technology.2
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Developments  Over many years, the trend has been to make weapons more lethal than 
what we have, just to be sure that the US is always on top. 
 
Hi-tech weapon research and development is carried out by the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (and their contractors).  DARRPA’s advisory board are folks 
from the major military contractors; previously, they were mostly war scientists from 
universities. 
 
One goal is to automate all aspects of war, to require the fewest soldiers, and to eliminate 
human frailties.  Thus, troops are equipped with sensors that can see targets a mile away 
in the dark.  Drones have been developed for air, ground, and sea.  Robots are being 
developed to select targets. 
 
DARPA research tries to find ways too modify humans so that they are better designed for 
warfare, e.g., drugs enabling them to go without food or sleep for days, erase fear or guilt, 
and to carry on although wounded. 
 
DARPA contracts with science institutes in the US and worldwide to develop artificial 
intelligence and some are now working on an artificial brain.4 
 
It is even proposing electronic implants in soldiers so that errors can be avoided and 
attacks made on remote, disguised, hidden adversaries. This will also save the time 
required for transmission from target to computer to human.5   
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Nuclear Weapons 
Song: Twenty Tons of TNT https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48waPFTXJvY 

 
                                           Worldwide arsenal of nuclear weapons7 
 
A Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) is now being developed. As of 
April 14,  36 nations have ratified the treaty, and 81 have signed (intention to ratify).  
Countries with nukes (UK, China, France, India, Pakistan, Israel, North Korea, US, Russia) 
have not participated, and the US says it will not sign or ratify.8   
 
Every stage in the production of nuclear weapons and their testing is highly toxic. When 
the H bomb was being developed, some of the scientists said don’t do it, but another group 
that was supported by the Department of Defense and the Atomic Energy Commission 
prevailed.  The 1954 test of hydrogen bomb on Bikini resulted in a mushroom cloud that 
was 40 miles wide and fallout much wider.9 
  
NATO has nuclear weapons in Europe: some 150 nuclear B61 bombs in six bases: Kleine 
Brogel in Belgium, Büchel in Germany, Aviano and Ghedi-Torre in Italy, Volken in the 
Netherlands and İncirlik in Turkey.10 The US has used  depleted uranium weapons in 
Yugoslavia, Iraq and Syria.11 
 
The threat of nuclear war is now high, especially since the US renounced the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty. 
 
Currently, $28.9 billion has been appropriated for nuclear modernisation, including new 
delivery systems for submarines, bombers, and missiles. 
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 Some of Our Other Weapons 
 
Gerald Ford nuclear powered aircraft carrier 

Length 1,106 ft; Height 250 feet. Thirteen billion and will be years before it is operational. 

  
              12 
Drones 
Used for surveillance and assassination.13  
 

 

 
      Predator Drone 
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F-35 Fighter 
 
It’s. . .  become the most expensive defense program in world history, at around US$1.5 
trillion before the fighter is phased out in 2070. . . . Pierre Sprey, a cofounding member of 
the so-called “fighter mafia” at the Pentagon and a co-designer of the F-16, calls the F-35 
an “inherently a terrible airplane” that is the product of “an exceptionally dumb piece of 
Air Force PR spin.”14 
 

 
It can deliver air-to-air missiles, air-to-surface missiles, and bombs.  It can take off 
conventionally, by short take off and landing, or via aircraft carrier. 
 
It is being assembled by Lockheed, in Texas, with parts from 1500 international suppliers.  
BAE, in UK, is heavily involved, and other suppliers are in Turkey, Australia, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Japan, and Norway. Israel (Elbit Corp) is providing a high-tech helmet 
that has a display on the visor, to be custom fitted for each pilot, and costs about 
$400,000 each.15 The US is planning to have 2500 planes, and foreign customers are 
plentiful. The British ordered 138 of them, Australia 72, Israel 50, the Netherlands, 37.  
Other customers are Turkey, Italy, Canada, Norway, Japan, South Korea and Denmark. 
 
The Pentagon’s own testing department found 873 deficiencies in the plane.16 
 

https://theaviationist.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/RNoAF-F-35-maneuvering.jpg
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Meanwhile, at an Arizona Air Force Base, known as the Boneyard, are  decommissioned 
aircraft.  Among these are 50 BAE Harriers, 167 dead F-15s and 467 dead F-16s.17 
 

 
Boneyard, Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona 

 
 Weapon Development 

 
Emerging technologies that are being studied 
or developed by the military include artificial 
intelligence, lethal autonomous weapons, 
hypersonic weapons, biotechnology, and 
quantum technology.18 (See Congressional 
Research Service report attached).   For 
image, see “The Science of Lethality,” on my 
website www.joanroelofs.wordpress.com 
 

http://www.joanroelofs.wordpress.com/
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Laser weapons 
There are now operational directed energy weapons to destroy drones and enemy 
weapons.19        

 
     Navy laser weapon20 
 
Our military plans to use this on humans.  The Active Denial System (ADS) is a non-
lethal, directed-energy weapon developed by the U.S. military, designed for area denial, 
perimeter security and crowd control. . . .The weapon is also called the heat ray since it 
works by heating the surface of targets, such 
as the skin of targeted human subjects.  
 
And claims that it is very gentle: The beam 
produces an intolerable heating sensation, 
compelling the targeted individual to 
instinctively move. The sensation 
immediately ceases when the individual 
moves out of the beam or when the operator 
turns off the beam. There is minimal risk of 
injury due to the shallow energy penetration 
into the skin at this short wavelength and 
normal human instinctive reactions.21  Many 
researchers believe the military plans to use 
these against protestors.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-lethal_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-lethal_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_armed_forces
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Biological Warfare  
In 1953, a North Korean POW, US Marine Colonel Frank Schwable claimed (on Chinese 
radio) that he had been participating in germ warfare, and gave a lot of details and names. 
The DOD then said that he and others were “brainwashed” to discredit all such reports.22 
 
Many diseases have been part of military research, including anthrax, brucellosis, 
encephalitis, and botulism (in US) and bubonic plague and smallpox (in USSR). German 
and Japanese war criminals were welcomed as scientists at Fort Detrick, MD, the major US 
bioweapon lab.  
 
In 1975, the United States signed and ratified the UN treaty prohibiting biological 
weapons. Now the government claims Fort Detrick is a “biodefense” lab. There, biowarfare 
pathogens are created to simulate bioweapons attacks.23 We can find out from a lawsuit 
that workers have been exposed to Burkholderia mallei, a bacteria that causes an 
infectious disease called glanders.24 In 2015, there was a breach that caused the lab to 
suspend operations. “At the time, [U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious 
Diseases] USAMRIID was conducting work with Ebola and the agents known to cause 
Tularemia, the plague and Venezuelan equine encephalitis.”25 
 
 
 
Gruinard Island, Scotland, site of UK biological weapons experiments in the 1940s.26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthrax
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Defense against Biowarfare 
The DoD states that it has a program to dismantle biowarfare projects in Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Ukraine.27 
 
The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Cooperative 
Biological Engagement Program (CBEP) directly addresses global health security threats 
by working with partner nations to improve biosafety, biosecurity, and disease 
surveillance for traditional select agents (weapons-usable biological material) and 
emerging pathogens that may cause public health emergencies of international concern 
(PHEIC).28 
 

 

DARPA also has an international program, PREventing EMerging Pathogenic Threats 
(PREEMPT) program to model viral evolution in animal populations, quantify the 
probability of human pathogen emergence, and pursue proof-of-concept interventions to 
prevent viral spread to humans. 
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International teams, composed of governmental and nongovernmental institutions, are 
working on a number of projects, including: 

The Center for Comparative Medicine and the One Health Institute at the University of 
California, Davis, under principal investigator Dr. Peter Barry and co-PI Dr. Brian Bird, 
respectively, lead a team made up of the Leibniz Institute for Experimental Virology; 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine; Rocky Mountain Laboratories of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), to be funded directly by DARPA; The Vaccine Group, Ltd., a spin-out of 
University of Plymouth; University of Glasgow; University of Idaho; and University of 
Western Australia. The team will examine Lassa virus spillover from rodents, and study 
Ebola virus in rhesus macaques.  and 

Montana State University, under principal investigator Dr. Raina Plowright, leads a team 
made up of the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies; Colorado State University; Cornell 
University; Griffith University; Johns Hopkins University; NIH's Rocky Mountain 
Laboratories, funded directly by DARPA; Pennsylvania State University; Texas Tech 
University; University of California, Berkeley; University of California, Los Angeles; and 
University of Cambridge. The team will study henipavirus spillover from bats. The 
henipavirus genus of viruses contains multiple biothreat agents as categorized by NIH and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).29  
 

My own research on the contract database (usaspending.gov) has indicated DoD contracts 
for biotechnology and neuroscience in many countries, including institutes and 
universities in Estonia, Ireland, Israel, Australia, Kenya, Peru, and Thailand.  Oxford 
University has done research on typhus; Dublin City University on botulism R & D. 
 
Chemical Weapons 
These have also been banned by UN Treaty 1997, and ratified by the US.  However, CS or 
tear gas is a chemical weapon and has been used in the US for riot control. 
 
Napalm was first used in Greece. Our military said don’t use Agent Orange in Vietnam but 
JFK said go ahead.30 White phosphorus weapons have been used by US forces in populated 
areas of Syria and Iraq.31 
 
Psychological warfare, drugs, covert actions, and assassination are the weapons of 
the Central Intelligence Agency.   
 
DARPA sponsors research in every area of science and technology. These funds are 
attractive to scientists who like cutting-edge projects, such as the use of insects to collect 
information, learning stealth from octopi, training animals to perform missions, cyborg 
moths (MIT works on this), and creating a snowstorm to disorient the enemy. 
 

https://www.ucdavis.edu/person/articles/25122
http://bzndiseaselab.org/
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32 
Inside [the moth] will be a computer chip that was implanted when the creature was still 
a pupa, in the cocoon, meaning that the moth's entire nervous system can be controlled 
remotely.  

The moth will thus be capable of landing in the [enemy] camp without arousing 
suspicion, all the while beaming video and other information back to its masters via what 
its developers refer to as a ‘reliable tissue-machine interface.’ 

The creation of insects whose flesh grows around computer parts — known from science 
fiction as cyborgs — has been described as one of the most ambitious robotics projects 
ever conceived by DARPA.33 

Militarization of our police 
 
Local police may obtain grenade launchers, tanks, armored mine-resistant vehicles, 
weaponized aircraft, rifles, body armor, and other weaponry of war. Combined with war 
training by such entities as the Department of Homeland Security and the Israeli military 
(yes, the Israeli military has trained numerous U.S. police departments), these armaments 
prepare police to attack those they are charged with protecting.34 
 
 

BEARCAT.  Keene NH got one 
in 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,276182,00.html
javascript:siteSearch('pupa');
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,276182,00.html
javascript:siteSearch('cyborgs');
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi78MLhrZPWAhVn8IMKHdfBDBsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.commondreams.org/views/2012/02/23/saying-no-militarism&psig=AFQjCNF92nMSyMawso0HkC7JLyOU8DkuJg&ust=1504883423840460
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