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7. Education and Culture  
 
 

Yoga Joe 
 
 
 
 
Song: Star Spangled Banner 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bW5Wf_dH7Q 
 
Military values and relationships permeate every aspect of what C. Wright Mills called the 
cultural apparatus – schools, fashion, movies, and screen culture.1 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bW5Wf_dH7Q


 

P
ag

e2
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         The NFL and the armed services have long benefited from a symbiotic relationship2 
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A reality TV show, Stars Earn Stripes, paired celebrities with military personnel to carry 
out military operations. The entire cast was killed in Afghanistan, and NBC cancelled the 
show. General James Mattis, CENTCOM Commander, allowed the raid to take place, saying 
“it’s about fucking time those pricks in Hollywood did something besides bitch to 
Congress. Let them take a few live rounds and see how ‘cool’ it is when their buddy is 
bleeding out of his fucking skull.”3 
 
Mattis was the signer of the current military strategy document, discussed in class 1. 
Now that you have time, you can read the summary document (only 11 pages):  
https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-Summary.pdf 

 
A book, National Security Cinema, details how the DOD, CIA, and NSA influence 
Hollywood films and require script rewrites on some of the biggest and most popular 
films, including James Bond, the Transformers franchise, and movies from the Marvel 
and DC cinematic universes. A similar influence is exerted over military-supported TV, 
which ranges from Hawaii Five-O to America’s Got Talent, Oprah and Jay Leno to Cupcake 
Wars, along with numerous documentaries by PBS, the History Channel and the BBC.4  

 
Computer games 
Close Combat5, Full Spectrum Warrior6, and Fortnite (the most popular) above. 
           These were originally created to train Marines; now they are popular with 
children who get used to killing as normal and part of fun. Also, DoD licenses 
manufacturers that make toys of training games, weapon systems, and warriors.7  Most 
of the school shooters were addicted to shooter computer games. California attempted 
to ban violent video games, but the US Supreme Court ruled that they are protected by 
the First Amendment freedom of speech provision.8 
  

https://dod.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-Summary.pdf
mhtml:file://C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Military%20Fall%2017/7.%20Movies.mht!https://www.amazon.com/National-Security-Cinema-Government-Hollywood/dp/1548084980
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Another attempt at litigation failed. The families of three girls killed by Michael Carneal 
in 1997 (Paducah, KY) filed a lawsuit against several entertainment companies—a $33 
million federal products liability class action lawsuit, James v. Meow Media, 1999. 
Defendants included Time Warner Inc., Polygram Film Entertainment Distribution Inc., 
Palm Pictures, Island Pictures, New Line Cinema, Atari Corp., Nintendo of America, Sega 
of America Inc., and Sony Computer Entertainment.  The suit was dismissed, and the 
Supreme Court refused to review the case.9  

On the other hand, teachers are afraid to discuss militarism in the classroom because of 
community pressures.10 
 
 Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
 
These are in high schools and middle schools, and include marching, physical training, 
shooting, and military history and ideology. There are more than 3,000 schools with these 
programs, of various service branches.11 In New Hampshire, 10 in high schools; also ROTC 
in colleges, including KSC.12 
 
At a time that schools are trying desperately to discourage violence, the JROTC is teaching 
students how to kill more effectively. It is also teaching them -- in a text that addresses the 
‘Indian menace’ that ‘Fortunately the government policy of pushing the Indians farther 
West, then wiping them out, was carried out successfully.’13 
 
Chicago JROTC                                               There are more than 12 public high school military 
academies. Chicago has six, e.g., Rickover Naval Academy, as well as Middle School Cadet 

Corps.14 Parents can send children to these or to 
the regular high schools, but the academies are 
well funded by DOD and have fine resources while 
the public schools are decrepit. Each service 
branch has its own academies. All students wear 
uniforms, are in JROTC, and have military classes.15 
Ten thousand children in Chicago are part of 
JROTC.16  Very few join the military, but they have 
been imbued with military doctrine. 
 
“Plans for air marksmanship training in Fall 

Mountain cafeteria cause concern”   
Keene Sentinel    Nov 1, 2017  LANGDON — A school board decision to allow JROTC air 
marksmanship training in the Fall Mountain Regional High School cafeteria has drawn 
concern from parents, prompting the district’s superintendent to put the training on hold. 
“After considering every option, the school cafeteria was determined to be the best 
location for JROTC to conduct Air Rifle Marksmanship,”  
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STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
 
FIRST  
Weapons contractors generously fund all types of educational institutions and community 
organizations. They sponsor in-school programs, field trips, and send tutors to schools.  
They take a particular interest in STEM  education. A notable organization FIRST, "For 
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology," a nonprofit that aims to increase 
interest in STEM education. Strategic Partners include Bechtel, Boeing, Booz Allen, GM, 
Lockheed, and United Technologies. 
 
In NH, FIRST is funded by the military industries, with BAE systems, the largest, being  the 
most prominent; the DoD; and the New Hampshire Department of Education, which offers 
“grants to every public and charter school in New Hampshire to give every student a 
chance to be on a FIRST team.”  
“For grades 9-12, ages 14-18 
the FIRST Robotics Competition 
provides for teams of students 
that build and program a robot 
to perform prescribed tasks 
against a field of competitors. . . 
. For grades K-4, ages 6-10 the G 
FIRST LEGO® League Jr. teams 
design and build a Team Model 
based on the Challenge, using 
LEGO® Education WeDo to 
program it to move.” 
 
BAE has an additional program. 
“[I]n partnership with the 
University of New Hampshire, the ‘BAE Systems Summer STEM Scholar Program’ provided 
scholarships for 10 students to attend the university’s Tech Leaders camp. The project 
was designed and run by seven BAE Systems engineers, who also served as mentors for 
the students and provided insight on what it is like to have a career at BAE Systems.” (BAE 
website, October 2018) 
 
Included in the charitable donations [BAE NH 2018] is $471,000 in financial support of 
higher education, high schools, and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
programs. As part of the company’s commitment to STEM, BAE Systems donated $265,000 
to New Hampshire-based FIRST®. The donation is the latest in a long line of company 
support for FIRST Robotics, which spans more than 25 years. BAE Systems reinforced its 
commitment to FIRST in 2019, with the recent launch of a nation-wide annual FIRST 
Robotics Scholarship and Internship Program for high school seniors.18 
 

https://www.baesystems.com/en-us/article/bae-systems-launches-new-first-robotics-scholarship-and-internship-program
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In Virginia, Science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) teachers and 
volunteers gathered at the University of Mary Washington Dahlgren campus to learn more 
about Sea Perch [an underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle] from Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Dahlgren Division.19 
 
Soldiers posted at Fort Bragg, NC teach in the local public school and mentor students; 
there are also youth camps on base for troubled local children.20  

 

The State of Washington has a Military Department in its government.  One of this 
department’s projects is an academy for troubled youth. 
 
The Washington Youth Academy is a National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program. 
Established under authority of both federal and state law, the WYA is a state-run 
residential and post-residential intervention for youth who have dropped out of high 
school or are at risk of dropping out. The Washington Youth Academy is a quasi-military 
training and mentoring program for at-risk youth. The goal of the program is to give youth 
a second chance to become responsible and productive citizens by helping them improve 
their life skills, education levels, and employment potential.21 
 
 

Recruiting 
 
The 2001 No Child Left Behind Act requires high schools receiving federal funding to give 
the military as much access to campuses and student information as other types of 
recruiters.22  Parents can opt out, but they often don’t know about this provision. 
The military recruitment budget is over a billion dollars. 
 
Recruiting is aggressive; the military uses data from websites visited by children. Students 
are also urged to take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery as part of general 
career counseling.23 This also provides data for recruiting. 
 
The new army marketing called "What's Your Warrior?" steers away from showcasing the 
glory of the battle-hardened soldiers who have dominated marketing pushes for decades. 
It instead focuses on the variety of career fields available to recruits - from space and 
cybersecurity jobs to science and medical positions.24 
 
In a forthcoming publication, political scientists investigated why people volunteer to 
serve in our military. Perhaps most surprising, we discover a disconnect between 
respondents with military experience and their families: The former are more likely 
to acknowledge that pay and benefits are a primary motivation for service, whereas 
their families are more likely to embrace a patriotic service narrative.25 
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         Children can try things out in military adventure vans that visit schools.26 

Higher education 
 
Recruiting and ROTC goes on here too. KSC and most colleges in NH have students in 
ROTC, organized by UNH.  

University professors are attacked if they question the military. “International Relations” 
specialists are fearful of being considered “pointy headed intellectuals” if they don’t  
embrace war as a legitimate policy.27 Yet war has been outlawed in international law, 
along with assassination, drone attacks, death squads, chemical weapons, militarization of 
space, torture, and many other of our “normal” operations.  

Colleges and most universities (private and public) have defense contracts. Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology usually gets the largest funds—about a billion every year for 
weapons development, counterintelligence, and the whole range of military R & D.  
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Here are two items from the contract database: 
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE  2014-2019   $2.0 M 
Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) PROJECT: 
"SEED DISPERSAL NETWORKS AND NOVEL ECOSYSTEM FUNCTIONING IN HAWAII" 
Department of the Army   (Corps of Engineers) 

SERDP and ESTCP are the Department of Defense's environmental research programs, 
harnessing the latest science and technology to improve DoD’s environmental 
performance, reduce costs, and enhance and sustain mission capabilities. 
 

LELAND STANFORD JUNIOR UNIVERSITY, THE   2010-2015             $26.9 M 
SPACE AND NAVAL WARFARE SYSTEMS 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  (DARPA) 
541711: Research and Development in Biotechnology 

Partnerships illustrate the contemporary interchange among military and civilian 
institutions—military base, environmental organizations, prison project, and the 
progressive, experimental, environmental Evergreen State College. 

THE JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD SENTINEL LANDSCAPE (Washington State) Native 
prairies on JBLM maneuver lands 
and artillery impact ranges 
support endangered species like 
the Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly, 
so innovative efforts like the 
Sustainability in Prisons Project 
are helping reintroduce the 
species into lands protected and 
managed throughout the JBLM 
Sentinel Landscape.  Among the 
partners in this DoD’s Readiness 
and Environmental Protection 
Integration (REPI) Program is 
Evergreen State College.28 

Social Science Research: Human Terrain Systems and The Minerva Project 

The Human Terrain System (began 2005) embedded scholars, primarily anthropologists, 
with military units in Iraq and Afghanistan, to enhance counterinsurgency operations (4 
scholars were killed). The program also included “war games” in the US designed to 
counter dissidents such as environmentalist activists. HTS was shut down in 2015. 

The DoD’s Minerva Research Initiative, reeling from the criticism of the HTS, funds 
unclassified university social science research of interest to the military.  A recent report 

https://www.usaspending.gov/#/recipient/71175586-0ec1-0d90-5377-840c9bcfb8eb-C
https://www.usaspending.gov/#/recipient/274aa79f-d026-4de5-cb2f-987b4303f472-C
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included a worldwide survey to discover How do citizens within countries hosting U.S. 
military personnel view that presence?  They found that, despite the rumblings at bases 
reported by independent observers, contact with U.S. military personnel or the receipt of 
economic benefits from the U.S. presence increases support for the U.S. presence, people, 
and government.29 

One critic of DoD social science funding (Catherine Lutz) argues that whole fields, not just 
individual researchers, are militarized by DoD funding, as has happened in the sciences. 
Within the fields of physics, engineering, applied math, and computer science, for example, 
whole subfields have atrophied and other metastasized in response to where the Pentagon 
has applied its money.  [I]nterrogation-relevant areas like hypnosis within psychology 
[has flourished] while environmental science has relatively languished (despite the fact 
that the Pentagon is the world’s largest single institutional contributor to greenhouse 
gases).30  

Another issue: the Geography Department at Kansas University had half a million in DoD 
grants to map communally held lands in Mexico; indigenous people did not consent.31 

The Pat Roberts Intelligence Scholars (PRISP) provides monetary incentive to college 
students who pursue studies in critical language specialties, area studies, and technical 
and scientific specialties. Funded by Congress, PRISP allows the Directorate of Intelligence 
to hire individuals with academic backgrounds and skills that meet our requirements. The 
program offers stipends of between $10,000.00 and $25,000.00.32 

The professors and students do not know the identity of these students; so they are 
already engaged in covert action.33 A newer program has been added, the Intelligence 
Community Scholars Program, and now both the CIA and the DIA have many other 
scholarship programs for students in most fields (they have to have security clearance). 
  
A study of the 100 most militarized universities was based on: “university labs funded by 
US intelligence agencies, administrators with strong ties to those same agencies, and, most 
importantly, the educational backgrounds of the approximately 1.4 million people who 
hold Top Secret clearance in the United States.”  Some are online diploma mills, funded by 
the military.  This study doesn’t seem to consider all DoD contracts; MIT would likely be 
the highest. 
 
Science has long been promoted by the military, which is interested in physics (for 
propulsion of weapons, nuclear weapons, et al); chemistry (explosives), 
transportation, communications, and medicine, for protection against disease, the greatest 
killer of troops before the 20th century. Many advances in science and technology had 
military origins, for example, canned food and the internet.  A vast amount of research is 
funded by the DoD, either by its employed scientists or contracts with universities and 
laboratories throughout the US and the world. 
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Rochester Institute of Technology had for years been 
secretly funded by the CIA for imaging science and 
research into spy technology. There were lots of 
personnel connections: one president worked for the 
CIA on a four month leave. Students protested and 
some changes were made, but now it is back to usual. 
 
woodworking students: drawers with hidden 
compartments.  
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Philanthropy is another important connection between military and civilian activities 
and institutions. Military contractor funding and partnerships with nongovernmental 
organizations is substantial, and helps to promote silence regarding the military budget 
and the worldwide operations of the US forces.35 The DOD itself is a friend of worthy 
causes.  

 

Certain schools and the following national organizations are eligible to receive 
donations of Department of Defense surplus property: American National Red Cross; 
Armed Services YMCA of the USA; Big Brothers/Big Sisters of America; Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America; Boy Scouts of America; Camp Fire, Inc.; Center for Excellence in 
Education; Girl Scouts of the USA; Little League Baseball, Inc.; Marine Cadets of 
America; National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education; National 
Civilian Community Corps; National Ski Patrol System, Inc.; Naval Sea Cadet Corps; 
United Service Organizations, Inc.; U.S. Olympic Committee; Young Marines of the 
Marine Corps; and League/Marine Corps League.36 

The DoD also funds many nongovernmental organizations directly. NGO-Pentagon 
Collaboration? The International Rescue Committee, World Vision, Save the Children, the 
International Medical Corps, and Mercy Corps Have Received $2 Million From the US37 
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